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It would be a difficult proposition to main-
tain those cemeteries in the way some
people would desire.

Eton. H. Hearn: Is this a second reading
speechI

Hon. E. 'Y. HME7X: That is a rude
and most uncalled for interjection ! It may
be said that the best memorial to the old
pioneers of the Coldfields is the State of
'Western Australia as it is today.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I desire to
correct a statement I made earlier when
I said that the last burial recorded was in
1882. I find that records show that burials
took place there from 1864 to 1912 so that
it would appear that the most recent burial
was in the last mentioned year. Members
can see the form the memorial will take
in the sketch plan I have displayed.
The tombstones will be set in cruciform
shape and the wooden memorials will be
cement-washed before being inset in cement.
Thus they will remain in position as long
as cement will last. So far as I can see, the
trncation will mean the removal of a caps*
lilac tree on the corner, and it will not go
back any distance. I am informed-I
will not guarantee this-that it will not
pass over any grave.

Hon. J. 0. HISLOP: I would reiterate
that I do not want to see the principle es-
tablished in any Bill that the way to care
for cemeteries is to take up nionuments and
headstones and put them elsewhere.

Amendment put and negatived.

Clause put and passed.

Cleause 6, Preamble, Title--agreed to.

Bil reported without axendment, and the
report adopted.

House adjourned at 8.18 p.m.

2Eeelftih sfemhu.
Tuesday, 16th August, 1949.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

HOUSING.

As to Applications for Rental Homea.

Eon. J. B. SLEEMAN asked theI Minister
for Housing :

How many applications have been re-
ceived by the State Housing Commission
for tenancy homes from-

(1) two-unit families;,
(2) three-unit families;
(3) four-unit families ;
(4) over four-unit families;
(5) evicted persons ;
(6) for McNess Homes?7

The MINISTER FOP. LANDS (for the
Minister for Housing) replied:

(1) and (2) Applications current at the 3sat
July. 1949, from two- and three-unit families
-3,802. (Separate infonation for two.
and three-unit families not available.)
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(3) and (4) Applications current at the 31st

July, 1949, from families of four units and
over-7,866. (Separate information relat-
ing to four-unit families not available.)

(5) At the 3st July, 1949, there were 153
applicants for Commonwealth-State rental
homes against whom Court Orders have been
issued terminating present tenancies during
the next few months.

The number of applicants actually evicted
is not available.

(6) Approved applications for MeNae
Homes-SOS6. I

FISHERIES.

As to Report of Select Committee.

Hon. F. J. S. WISE asked the Minister
for Fisheries :

(1) Has he any knowledge of the likely
date of the presentation to Parlianent of
the report of the Select Comnmittee appointed
to inquire into the fishing industry ?

(2) When did the Select Committee hold
its last meeting ?

(3) Is there any time limit as to when
this report may be received by Parliament
in time for legislative action this session,
if requisite, accordingly to the recommenda-
tions of the Committee ?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) 1 have been informed by the chairman

of the Select Committee that, dependent
upon additional information which is being
sought outside of this State being avail-
able, it is expected that the report will be
completed before the end of this month.

(2) 17th -May, 1949.
(3) Whether any legislation will be intro-

duced in connection with the matter will be
a matter for consideration by the Govern-
ment on receipt of the report of the Select
Committee.

TRAM AN]) TROLLEYBUS SERVICES.

As to Surplus Collections by Conductors.

Mr. MeCULLOCH asked the Minister for
Transport :

(1) Is it a fact that an amount of approxi-
mately £547 is now credited to a fund from
surplus collections by conductors in the
employ of the W.A. Government Tram-
ways?7

(2) If this is so, will he consider using
this surplus to provide samenitiss for the
Department's staff and, if practicable, the

employment of a welfare officer who would
take charge of the canteen, supervise the
inessroom, and interview relatives of sick
staff members at intervals ?

The MINISTER replied:-
(1) An amount of approximately £847

has been received from surplus collections
from the 6th July, 1947, to the 30th June,
1948.

(2) No. The award provides "all nx-
accountable surpluses to be paid to any
fund which has for its purposes the welfare
of niembeui of the Union. Such fund to
have the approval of the Union and the
General Manager."

Negotiqtions between the WA. Govern-
ment Tramways Employees' Union and the
Department are at present in progress on.
this question.

The matter of amenities and canteen
arrangements for the whole 'of the Depart-
ment's staff is considered to be a separate
proposition.

PEEL ESTATE.

As to Forfeiture of C.P. Lease.

Mr. NEEDHAM asked the Mnister for
Lands:

Will he place on the Table of the House
the file in connection with the forfeituire
of Conditional Lease No. 347 /22 94, Peel
Estate Lots Nos. 381, 808, 342 and 130?1

The MINISTER replied:-
Yes. This file has not yet arrived, but 11

hope to lay it on the Table for one week
at a later stage of the sitting.

STATE BATTERIES.

(a) As to Paymnent for Untreated S~ands.

Mr. McCtTLLOCH asked the Minister
representing the Minister for Mines:

(1) In view of 'his decision to pay pros-
pectors in full for untreated sands from
crushings up till -March last, will he con-
sider applying this system for all time to
sands payments ?

(2) In making his decision, did he believe
that a rise in the price of gold was imminent.
and that the State Batteries Department
might make a. substantial profit on the
arrangement in the near future ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) No to both questions.
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ofPayment was made to assist producers
ofgold, which is the policy of the present

Government.

(b) As to Term of Kalgoorlie Manager's
Emificymet.

Mr. McCITLLOCH asked the Minister'
representing the Minister for Mines:

(1) 'What is the salary of the manager of
the Kalgoorlie State Battery?

(2) When does he retire ?
(3) Since 1938, what other batteries has

he managed that have necessitated his
residing at other centres ?

(4) Why is he not required to move about
like other battery managers ?

The MINISTER FOR LAN'DS replied:
(I) Salary is £809 per annumn plus district

allowance £ 10 per annum. The present
manager is also paid a special allowance
of £78 per annum as supervisor of Eastern
Goldfields State Batteries.

(2) In September, 1951, he will be due
for retirement.

(3) None.
(4) He does move about as supervisor of

Eastern Gtoldfields State Batteries.

RAILWAY WORKSHOPS.

As to Resignaion of Tradesmen.

2.' Mr. BRADY -asked the Minister for
Railways -

(1) How many tradesmen have left the
Government Workshops, Midland Junction,
in the past 12 months ?

(2) Can he statec why these tradesmen
are leaving ?

(3) Is it correct that wages men tempor-
arily relieving as administrative officers'are
not considered for permanent appointment
to salaried positions ?

The MINSTER pelied'

(1) raid off
Resigned
Retired
Dismissed
Sick and unl
Deceased

Tot

(2) Not in regar
reason is given in
Some state better
or wider experience

(3) No. Every applicant for an ad-
vertised vacancy is considered irrespective
of whether he is a wages man or whether
he has relieved in such position.

LIQUIED FUEL BOARD.

As to Dismissal of Officer.

Mr. KELLY asked the Minister for Trans-
port:

(1) As he has refused to lay on the Table
of the House all files showing the reason
for the dismissal of Mr. Driver when Secre-
tary of the Liquid Fuel Board, will he
state the nature of the misdemeanour which
brought about his suspension ?

(2) Who dealt with Mr. Driver's suspen-
sion ?

(3) What was the reason given for his
non-re-instatement

The MSTER replied:

(1) Serious neglect in carrying out his
duties.

(2) 1 did.
(3) Answered by No. (1).

STATE TRANSPORT BOARD.

As to Membership.

Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for
Transport:,

(1) When were each of the present mein-
bers of the Transport Board appointed ?

(2) Does not the Act governing their
appointment provide for a term of office of
three years?

(3) What therefore is the explanation of
his answer to a question on the 2nd instant
that members' terms expire at notice

The MINSTER replied:

(1) As to Messrs. Howard and M1cNee from
4 the 12th February, 1949.144 As to Mr. Alfred Spencer fromi the 1st

I6 April, 1949.
ikely to resume 3 (2) Yes.

... .. ... 5 (3) In view of the considerably increased
- responsibility of the Transport Board under

.a] .. .. 173 last year's legislation it was desirable to
obtain the most suitable appointees. Pend-

d to resignations, as no ing selection of such persons, temporary
the majority of cases. appointments were made on the advice of

)respects, higher position the Crown ILsw officers under Subsection
desired. (di of Section 34 of the Interpretations Act.
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AGRICULTURAL LANDS.

As to Encroachment of Salt.

Mir. BRAND asked the Minister for Lands:
(1) Is he aware that there is an ever-rn-

creasing salt encroachment on our agricul-
tural lands

(2) Has a sur~vey been made of aireas so
affected ?

(3) If so, what is the approximate acreage
now lost to agriculture through sat en-
croachment ?'

(4) What number of staff is especially
assigned to deal with this national problem?

The MrUNSTER replied:
(1) Salt encroachment on our agricultural

lands baa been observed for the past 50
years and has gradually extended with
agricultural development. Improvement of
some salt affected areas has occurred
naturally after about 40 years.

(2) Detailed surveys have been made of
large areas at Salmon Gums, Lake Brown,
Lake King and Cleary, but only general
surveys of other districts.

(3) The area seriously affected by salt is
estimated to be not more than 5 per cent.
of our cleared land. Much of the affected
land still provides grazing for stock.

(4) No staff is specially assigned to deal
solely with this problem. The Commis-
sioner of Soil Conservation and his staff,'
also officers of the wheat branch, undertake
investigations and advisory work on the
salt problem along with their other duties.

BUTTER-FAT.

As to Payment to Producer.

Mr. BOVELL (without notice) asked the
Attorney General:

In view of reent Press reports concerning
price of butter, will he advise :

(a) What arrangements have been made
to assure that producers receive additional
price for butter-fat to compensate for
present-day production costs ?

(b) When, and from what source, will
this payment be made to the producer ?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
in answer to the hon. member's question.

the conference of Prices Ministers held on
the 12th August last resolved that it was
completely in accord with the principle of a
fair price to the producers, but it could not
accept a recommendation based on~ the

Commonwealth-directed investigation which
took place in only three States, and in
respect of which full detailed information
was withheld from the State prices adminis-
tration.

It was decided that it be indicated to the
Commonwealth Government that, as the
increased price sought resulted from a
guarantee given to the producers by the
Commonwealth Government, then the Gov-
ernment, if it was satisfied that as a result
of its own investigation an increase was
justified should fulfil the guarantee by
meeting the cost involved by way of subsidy
additional to that already operating.

In reaching this decision, the conference
did so with a full appreciation of its obliga-
tions to both producers and consumers.

GAS SUPPLY.

As to Coal Stocks and Restrictions.

Mir. NEEDHAM (without notice) asked
the Acting Premier:

(1) What is the present position in regard
to stocks of gas coal?

(2) When does he expect the first delivery
of gas coal from Newcasqe ?

(3) When will the gas restrictions be-
lifted ?

The ACTING PREMIER replied:
(1) Sufficient to continue tho present

rationing scale until the arrival of a collier.
(2) As soon as a ship can be loaded and

arrive at Fremantle.
(3) When the coal mentioned in No. 2

arrives.

BILL-TRAFFIC ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 2).

Read a third time and transmitted to
the Council.

BILLS (8)-REPORTS.
1, Workers' Compensation Act Amend-

ment (No. 2).
2, Wheat Pool Act Amendment (No. 3).
3, Marketing of Eggs Act Amendment.
Adopted.

BILL-FIRE BRIGADES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Message.

Message from the Governor received and
read recommending appropriation, for the
purposes of the Bill.
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Second Reading. ing two-ninths, of course, is paid by the

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. A.
V. R. Abbott-North Perth) [4A47] in
moving the second reading said: 'Members
are no doubt aware that for the purpose of
administering the provisions of the Fire
Brigades Act, there is a body constituted
known as the Western Australian. Fire
Brigades Board. -Under Section 17 of the
Act, the members of that board shall be
entitled to receive remuneration out of the
funds of the board at rates to be prescribed
from time to time by regulation, provided
that the total amount which shall be paid
to all members as remuneration in any one
year shall not exceed the sum of £,550 in
the aggregate. There are ten members of
the board appointed under the Act. The
president and one member are appointed
by the Governor ; there are three repre-
sentatives from the fire insurance companies ;
one from the Perth City Council ; one from
metropolitan local governing bodies; one
from Goldfields local governing bodies ; one
from country local governing bodies and
one from the voluntary fire brigades, all
of whom ame tlected by the various organisa-
tions.

The members are elected for two yeak~ and
ar eligible for re-election at the end of their
term of office. As I have already said in
reading the relevant section of the Act, they
may be paid a remuneration as may be
prescribed, but not exceeding in toto the
sum of £550. The regulations now provide
that the amount permitted by the Act shall
be allocated as follows:

(a) £100 per annumt to the president.
(b) £40 per annum, to each of the other 9 mem-

hees.
(c) £1 Is. for each attendance at a. committee

meeting to members, exclusive of the president,
provided that the aggregate amount of such
attendance fee shall not exceed £90 per annumn.

(d) Any balance of fees remaining shall at the
end of the year be distributed equally among the
members, exclusive of the President.

.It is considered that the decline in money
values, together with the inmportance of the
duties devolving upon members of the board,
warrant an increase in the fees, and the
Bill proposes that the maximum amount
that may be payable in any one year shall
be increased from £550 to £850. The
proposal to increase the fees is supported
by the representatives of the fire insurance
companies, who pay five-ninth~s of the
board's expenses and the local governing
bodies who pay two-nintha- The remain.

Government. If Parliament agrees to the
Bill, the amounts of payment will be fixed
as at present by regulation.

Probably the president's remuneration
will be increased from £100 to £150 and
that of each member to £60 per annum.
The cost of the administration of the
Western Australian fire brigades has been
kept well in check and the board is the most
economically managed in Australia. The
members of the board are, required to attend
one meeting each month ; the general
purposes committee, which is composed of
metropolitan members, also meets once
a month, as dons the fire prevention comn-
mnittee. In addition a number of sub-
committee meetings are held and members
also attend fire brigade demonstrations and
functions. The incease is deemed to be
warranted in view of the importance of the
work these gentlemen perform and all
parties; including the Government concur
in that view. I move-

That the Bill be no- read a second time.

On motion by Hon. A. A. MA. Coverley,
debate adjourned.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1949-50.

In Committee of Supply.

Debate resumed from the 9th August
on the Treasurer's Financial Statement and
on the Annual Estimates; M1r. Perkins in
the Chair.

Vote--Legislative Council, £3,524:

MRt. OLIVER (Boulder) (4-55]: I-have
a very keen appreciation of the difficulty
confronting the Premier in respect of the
amnount of money he will require to carry
on the State during the current financial
year. The difficulty arises to some extent
from the uncertainty of the inflationary
period in which we are living, but to some
extent the uncertainty has been contributed
to by the Premier himiself. Efforts have
been made by the, Commonwealth Labour
Government to stabilise conditions, but they
have been met with rigid opposition from
the Party represented by the Premier.
Consequently, if he finds his difficulties al-
most insurmountable, he, at any rate, -will
have very little to complain of.

Every effort made by Labour to bring
about a state of stability and sanity is
being defeated by the Premier's Party end
the p~ople who support it. I feel that the
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interests and welfare of the people of Aus
tralia have been sacrificed in the interests
of Party polities. I am referring particu-
larly to the defeat of the Commonwealth
referendum on prices. Im~ile dealing with
Parties who are attacking Labour, I! wish
to mention another Party that is continually
attacking us, namely, the communist party1

I have in mind a document the original of
which'some years Ago was itr the possession
of the Leader of the Opposition. -I do not
know where the original is today, but I
intend to quote from a copy. This document
bears an address, "George-street," and is
dated October, 1946. 1 think I am correct
in. saying that the George-street there
-mentioned means George-street, Sydney,
and that in that particular street is situated
Marx House. I intend to read the document
because it -Wil be of interest to members.
It states--

Dear Comrade, Now that the Federal election
are over, it is a fitting time to re-assess our position,
and define the party line for the immnediate future.

An analysis of our party tactics during the recent
election campaign may help to clear up some
questions of theory which agitate the minds of
certain of the less advanced party members, and
should at the same time stimulate the self-criticism
which must permeate the whole of the party's
lowver organisation.

In order to understand our election tactics, it is
nep.essary to remember that we oppose the Labour
Party as such in exactly the same way as we oppose
other class parties.

in the inspired words of comrade Dixon,
published last week to the Party in our Tribune-
" We must always criticise the Utb~our Party and
'Reformism fundamentally, an'd show how they
have departed. from tbe principles of the labour
movement, how their policy will strengthen capital
and weaken labour, end, therefore, constitutes a
betrayal of the working class."

Stalin himself has commanded us to sabotage
reformism and the declassed scum of the A.L.P.
and Stalin's word is final.

From the Party's viewpoint, the crucial -fact
was not WHO won the Election, but rather the
WAY in which the election was fought and the
consequent circumstances existing after the election.

The Party had to ask itself one question, and
one question only: "What action on our part
will contribute most to a revolutionary situation
emerging in Australia at the time when the Soviet
is ready to launch its attack on the degenerate
bourgeois democracies, so as to ensure a Busa
victory over British-American. Imperialism in the
coming world war?7"

A real difficulty in formulating our answer to
this qetion is thtwe do not yet know exactly
how log it wil he before the mighty L'.SSR. is
ready to launch its overwhelmning offensive. Natur-
ally. Stalin has not told us how long it will he
before the invineible Red Army is tady to march
on and occupy the bourgeois cities which the
incomparable Red Air Force will destroy, but we

do not think it will be very long now-probably
the GREAT DAY is only two or three years ahead,
and will occur during the life of the present Parlia-
ment. So our real problem in the election was
simply this: " What tactics on our part will put
us in a position to precipitate a paralysing revolu-
tionary situation* in Australia at short notice, in
the near future, when Stalin names the day? "

Early in the Election campaign the Party had to
decide whether while continuing public support of
Labour, we should precipitate enough strikes
before the elections to ensure a Labour defeat.
In this controversy there were sound arguments
on both sides.

At all events, the decision of the Central Com-
mittee a to pro-election tactics was absolutely bind-
ing upon all party members, and must be accepted
as correct, but no decision, however correct, can be
effective unless it is implemented and followed up
by post-election tactics. Every party member
must now consider what he (or she) can do -person-
ally for the Party in the immediate future, remem-
bering that we want not so much a revolutionary
situation as a yre-revolutionary situation. The
pot most be kept simmering, but it must nut
actually boil until Stalin gives the word to Corn-
munist parties all over the world. It would be
disastrous to strike too soon, and reprehensible not
to prepare to strike. Here then are our main
line--

1. Work for inflation: Nothing would cause
more active discontent than a -rapid upsurge of
prices. We have at exoellent bade situation,
where money is plentiful and goods are in short
supply. We must do everything to expose to
the masses the fundamental contradictions of
capitalism by-building on this existing situation.

2. Keep production low Ban overtime;
keep up the small stoppages; go slow and don't
let the boss intimidate you; organiro regulation
strikes; exploit key positions to cut down all
produotion by small sectional strikes. Our
Party's commainding position in the coal and
transport industries enables us to use strangu-
lation tactics on all dependent industries.

3. Break Chiley's wage-pegging: We have
organised the £C1 per week agitation, mostly
using for our purpose reformist crawlers, who do
not even know that we are using them. By these
tactics, we can break the Right Wing in moat
unions, as the rank and file can always be made
militant for money. If we can get this wage rise
now, inflation is only just around the corner.
From then on it will be comparatively easy to
break the clas structure when the time comes for
our real effort. The masses will be grateful to
us for the wage risa and will not realise that we
have engineered the inflation. Thus the Party
will gain necessary prestige.

4. Get all controls removed : Outwardly we
must pursue the policy that we are in favour of
all controls, and to clamour publicly for their
retention, but privately we can use some of our
" Liberal " members (whose real connection with
us is unknown to their employers) to swing Big
Business men to our side--they will be stupid
and greedy enough to back our campaign, hoping
for quick, fiat profits ad not realising what we
are aiming at. We used this mtethod. reoently
with great ees in U.S4. ad even though
the inflation there did not go aw far as we had
hoped, it has, neverthesless, caused very msitu
factory unemployment and production loss.
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5. We can utilise our power in the Metal
Trades Federation to promote paralysing strikes
and one-day stoppages. This will enable us to
smash the reactionary influence in the A.E.U,
and A.S.E. That £1 a week rise is unfailing as
a bail, shin popzdar dimand. Party members
must strive for it by direct action and other
means which we know cannot succeed. In this
way we can use the politically backward masses
for our Party ends.

6. Discredit the Government: We do not want
to do this too openly, because we must keep our
prestige in the unions, but underground whisper-
ing campaigns can be very elfective. This is the
Chifley Government which will probably be in
power when Stalin strikes, and it is important
that it should be as unpopular as possible.

7. Raise the Sectarian issue:- Clerical Fascism.
is hostile to the Party and must be exposed.
Protestants can sometimes be deceived into sup-
porting us on this issue, provided they do not
realise that we are militant atheists. Certain
"Liberal Intellectuals" can be very useful to
us if they are properly handled. It is important
that the basic theoretical text hooks of the Party
should be kept always from these people.

8. Make trouble: Get people used to strikes
and chaos and the flouting of authority. Every
demonstration is a revolution in miniature, Bt
may be regarded as a practice run for the real
thing. Our Agit-Propaganda agents can get
useful training in leading these demonstrations
and will make themselves better street-fighters.

9. Defend Russia. Always remember that the
ultimate purpose of all our tactics is Russian
victory in the coming world war, which it will
be necessary for the Soviet to make upon Britain
and America. All the Party's resources should
be used to make Russia popular and to give the
impression that her intentions are peaceful, so
as to prevent the bourgeois-democracies from
arming in protection. Above al, the directions
of the Central Committee must be implicitly
followed in regard to the treatment of the atomic
bomb question. It may not be possible to
reveal the real strategy on the atomic bomb to
the rank and file. The Party demands obedience
and silence.

10. Maintain Propaganda: The Party pyuts
,out its Public Line in " Tribune " and - orn-
munist Review." In addition, there will be the
private line of which you will be informed
through your Party Cell. You must do eve~
thing to spread this propaganda, especially
among the people who do not know you are a
Party member, and who will accept your work
personally, without knowing what is behind it.
The best propaganda is the Line that seems to
be fact, and which is not recognised as propa-
ganda. The 25,000 Party members must become
the biggest whispering gallery in Australia. Use
all sournes of local publicity. The party some-
times uses even its paper " News-Letter " for
propaganda purposes, and generally relies upon
so-called " non-party .Journals which are really
under Party contro.

It is all a question of timing. Without the
Party's intervention, bourgeois capitalism would
he able to raise the living standards of the
masses as soon as the effects of war were over-
come. It in vital that this rise should not take

place, because it would lessen popular discontent
and reduce the chances of creating a revolution-
ary situation.

Inflation is the best way of reducing living
standards. If we wait for production to increase,
it will be possible for the Labour Reformista
to raise real wages. So we must now insist
on our extra LI per week before production
increases. In this way, prices will be pushed
up faster than wages and real wages can he
lowered. There will then be the chronic dis-
content that can be turned into a revolutionary
situation -when the right moment comes. Our
present highly successful campaign far 9i rise
in the nominal basic wage immediately is part
of our basic strategy, aimed at preventing a
rise mn real 'wages.

We have only a short period to go until Russia
has mastered the secrets of atomic warfare,
and will he ready to strike an unannounced and
decisive blow against the Imperialist States of
the Angie-American Bloc. When that blow is
struck, the whole rotten bourgeois-democratic
structure will collapse ; and it will no longer
be necessary to conceal our real intentions.
United under the banner of U.S.S.R. and Stalin,
the greatest and most progressive man whom
the world has ever known, we will rule THE

-WORLD. At lastxnanikind will be united in a
Single Nation, under a. Single Party and a
Single Leader, To that day of Proletarian
Victory we must pledge our hearts, and if
necessary, our lives. Stalin, the conquering
and mighty hero of the World Revolution de-
mands this of every true Party Mlember following
the principles of international unity as formulated
by Lenin.

RATL THE WORLD REVOLUTION, THE
U.S.S.R. and THE GREAT STALIN.

(Authorised for your information by the Iron-
workers' Committee for Democratic Unionism-

'Port Kembla branch).

I cannot vouch for the authenticity of this
document, but I am aware that there is
a strong communist coil in Port Kembla,
because, as a result of my activities with
the Australian Workers' Union, I know we
had to put up some terrific fights in that
area, to keep a foothold and maintain some
sanity in industry. I suggest that the crisis
through -which this country has been pass-
ing lends some support to what is stated
in that document. I propose now to quote
from some newspaper cuttings. I have
here an extract from the " Mirror " of
Saturday, the 6th August, 1949, which
reads-

President of the N.S.W. Trades and Labour
Council C. Anderson said today that the admis-
sion by Moscow trade union newspaper Trud
that the Australian coal strike wss part of a,
struggle by the World Federation of Trade Unions
substantiated the claims that the coal strike was
a political conspiracy and not atf industrial fight
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About the sme time, the " Westralian
Worker" published a cable from London
headed " Dossier on World Revolution,"
which read-

Enis weekl "News Review," says Scotland
Yad s omilng a dossier on the communist

Programme for world sabotage. "During the
past few% weeks," says the magazine, "the Yard
has received information indicating the London,
Canadian dock strikes and the Australian coal
strike formed part of the international communist
plan to sabotage the Marshall Plan. If the evidence
appears to be conclusive, sensational conspiracy
charges will be made in the courts."

So what is stated in the document is probably
suspected in England. It would do some
members of this Chamber undoubted good
if they bad a talk to Mr. Fairrell, the presid-
ent of the Collie Coial Miners' -Union, who
is a member of the Central Executive of the
Miners' Federation of Australia. Mr. Farrell
could enlighten them on some of the utter-
ances of these communist leaders in the
Miners' Federation am far back as; two
years ago. They have always made it
plain that they are, not afraid of the Liberal
Party. Mr. Farrell could tell you, Mr.
Speaker, that Mr. Idris William, who is
the present president of the federation,
said two years ago that the Chifley Govern-
ment had to be smashed ; that it was far
too dangerous to be allowed to remain in
office. I suggest that the reent coal strike
wes a serious attempt to smash that Govern-
ment. It is well to ask why the commniist
party has such influence among the coal-
miners. It is not because it has given
them sound leadership, or because the
communists are better than other leaders

in Australia, but simply because they ex-
ploit the traditional bitterness in coal.
miners, which has resulted from the misery
and degradation which the industry has
forced on its workers. I shall quote two
paragraphs of a book written by Mr.
Robert Smillie, who was a member of the
British House of Commons. He had been
a coalminers' leader in England for 50
years-

It was but fifteen years before the date of my
own birth that Lord Ashley's Commission rci ,rted
on the conditions-mainly as regards little children
-of labour in calmines, and it is on record that
when that nobleman-better known in later years
as Lord Shaftesbury-delivered his great speeches
in the Commons, based on this report, - strong
men wept." Believe me, they had something to
weep about. Little boys worked naked, often in
mud and water, drawing tubs by girdle and chain.
The child went on all fours like the berat of burden
it was, and the chain passed under what might be

called the hind legs. With blistered sides and
horrible chafinga of the legs filled with coal-grit,
they crawled for weary hours.

But there wvere girls in the pit as well - boys.
"The girls," said Lord Ashley-and he was niot

a wicked trade unionist--" are of all ages, from
seven to twenty-one "-he was talking of trappers
and drawers-"and commonly work quite naked
down to the waist, and are dressed-so far as they
are dressred at all-in loose trousers. Thee are
seldom whole in either sex. In- many of the
collieries the adult colliers, whom these girls serve,
work perfectly naked. Any sight more (115-
gustingly indecent or revolting than these girls
at work can scarcely be imagined." And in this
condition they had to drag heavy wveights along
passages more like sewers than roads, in dlense,
darkness, seven, eight, and nine miles daily I

That is but a glimpse at conditions underground
less than eighty years ago ; but it serves to show
how far we have travelled since, how much higher
the tidemark of betterment is now than then. Are
we to ret satisfied ? It's a long and a weary road
to perfection, and we may never attain it. But
as long as we are witnesses of the poignant scenes
which turned Whitohaven and Falkirk so lately
into great houses of mourning, as long as thousands
of miners are doomed to dwell in hovels instead
of homes, as long as their lives and the happiness
and welfare of their loved one" are at the mercy
of sometimes callous employers. I say, with old
Sir Richard Grenville :"Fight on-fight on! "

Later in -the book Mr. Smillie, has this to
say-

This fight for the minimuma wage l~d to a very
long, and sometimes bitter, struggle. Mr. MoCoish
holding, on behalf of the owners, that the Scottish
coal trade could not continue to live under any
such Agreement. Finally, we got them to agree
to the principle of a higher piinimumn than had
ruled for many years, but they would only cosnt
to it experimentally for a few months.

I could quote many other extracts from this
book, but I think those two emphasise why
we have such bitterness among coalminers.
It is bred in them. The fact that they lend
oar to every agitator who talks to them is
evidence of the way they have been treated
in the past and, to some extent, are at
present. They still work under deplorable
conditions, and a lot has yet to be done
before they get where Mr. Sinillie wants
them. We have only to recall the incidents
of the horse " Red," and the worn rope at
Collie to show the trivial attitude of the
employer. In the one case, he would not,
at the workers' request, take a dangerous
home from the mine but said they must
work with it and thus endanger their lives,
and in the other case he would rather put
the employees' lives in jeopardy than re.
place a worn rope. The sme attitude
exists today ais when Bob Smillie was
alive. These things have to be cleared up
if we are to get rid of what is termied the
communist menace.
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I want to deal briefly with the attack
by the communist party on the Labour
administration. I think I an effectively
show that the attack is on Labour and not
Liberal Governments. Take the experience
of the Cain Government in Victoria! That
was a good Government. It gave the
majority of workers there a 40-hour week
long before workers generally had it in the
Commonwealth. It gave them a good
compensation Act, but I doubt if a qure
ever went by that there was not a major
strike in that State, led by the comnmunist
party, until finally the Government was
challenged by the Liberal Party, and put
out of office. W~hat has happened since?
There have been no strikes in Victoria.
The communist party has not attempted
to attack the Hollway Government. It
has done nothing Ifrcause it knows that the
Liberal Party in Victoria will create con-
ditions favourable, to them.

Look t the attempt by the communist
party to \mseat the Hanlon Labour Govern-
ment in Queensland 1 If it had not been
for the strength of the Labour Party in
that State, that Government would also
have gone down on a challenge from the
Liberal PArty. But it was too strong.
Not only did it defeat the communist party,
but all others. So we have the present
coal strike deliberately designed to defeat
the Chifley Government and the McGirr
Labour Government of New South Wales.
There is no doubt about that. But it failed.
Attack by the communist party is always
on in the labour unions. The Australian
Workers' Union has had the experience of
a continuous attack from the communist
party for the past 20 years, inside and
outside the union ; and the same applies
to the Labour Party. It is always fighting
the communist party. Statements are made
that this Party is allied with the communist
party. They are untruthful, contemptible
and despicable. Let us have a look at the
other side of the picture. I shall quote
now from a report in the "Australian
Worker," of a speech by Mr. Sheahan, who
was Minister for Lands in the New South
Wales Governmnt--

This debate confirim the statement made in
the Federal Parliament by the Army M1inister
(Mr. Chambers) that the Liberal Party, if sincere
in its opposition to Comm-unists, could get rid of
thorn in 24 hours by refusing to provide properties
for vigorous Communist headquarters and club

peie.He said that it was only the timely
fnnilbacking by a wealthy Sydney company

which had enabled these agents of.a foreign Power
to acquire their palatial headquarters at Marx
House, George Street, Sydney.

The Minister asked the Opposition members
what was the logic of Labour fighting Comm-unis
in its ranks if big financial interest& were so eager
to provide money for the Communists to help
them in their subversive campaign ?

"The Leader of the Country Party (Mr. Bra,:-
nor), " Mr. Sheahan added, " attempted to link
Government supporters with Communism, but I
say, in all sincerity, that if Communism had not
received support from influential financial quarters
in this city it would not be in a position today to
control important industrial orgaisations, and so
impose itself upon those bodies."

He reminded the Leader of the Country Party
that on June 19, 1944, according to registered
document D295591, Marx House was transferred
from Alfred Charles Goddard, of Green Coupons.
who was an associate of a former leader of the
Party to which the hon. member belongs. If
he is Communist, either he found the influences of
the Liberal Party so, effective that he changed his
faith, or he is now a link between the two bodies.

Mars: M ouse was transferred under the document
he had mentioned from Alfred Charles Goddard to
Clarence Hart Campbell, of Kingsford, Company
Director-a Communist from Lithgow, who, as
everyone knew, was associated -with aeroplanes
transporting certain goods in Indonesia-and
Ralph Joseph Gottliebsen, of Leichhardt, wicker.
worker, as joist tenants. Goddard, by registered
mortgage D)295592, took back a mortgage for £E2,000.

In addition to those two gentlemen, acting on
behalf of the Communist Party, by mortgage instru-
ment A633003, after transfer from Goddard, the
Australian Mutual Provident Society accepted a
mortgage for £13,000.

Not only was the A.M.P. involved. The Per-
petual Trustee Company, under registered in-
strument B169467, gave a mortgage of £10,000
on December 29, 1924. Hon. members, instead
of glibly throwing across the Chamber, through
the Press end over the radio, statements about
the alleged association between members of the
Labour Party with the Communist Party s oud
examine their own consciences upon the subject.

Anyone who goes to Sydney will see Mlarx
House. When I am in Sydney I always
use it as a landmark. It stands about
seven or eight storeys high, and on one
wall, facing the whole of Sydney, is printed
in huge letters, "'Central committee of the
communist party of Australia." That sign
can be seen from any part of Sydney. The
ironworkers' union, which is communist
controlled, has, on the waterfront, palatial
club bupildings all under mortgage to the
big financial houses. I might say that the
Labour Party cannot provide these facilities.
as it has not the money or the means of
raising it. It was only recently that a
move inside the Labour Party stopped a
big bank in this city from financing the
communist newspaper, the "Workers'
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tar." That financial institution was pro-
&red to lend £15,000 and, but for the move
y the Labour Party, the communist party
'odld have been printing its propaganda
rid scattering it round the city. Mr.
heahen also said this:
It is this sort of thing that has made it possible

lr the Narx House tie-up to-
(1) claim the second best club in Australia

and,
(2) the sub-letting of the Liberal Party head-

quarters' tearooms to imported communists as
a restaurant and meeting place.

cannot vouch for the statements made
,y Mr. Sheahan but they were reported
i the Press as being statements made in
he Wew South Wales Assembly. Mr.
heahan is a responsible Minister of the
'rown.

The defeat of the prices control referen-
Min played right into the hands of the
ainrunist party because it crested a
ituation which that party wanted to see
reated. The defeat of that referendum
ielped to cause instability in this country.
The present control is causing diasatisfac-
ion among the people generally and that is
ust what the communists want because
hey thrive upon such a state of affairs.
lembers of that party can be seen in the
rederal Arbitration Court advocating a
:1o per week basic wage. 'There is ample
.rgument why they should ask for it and they
tave produced what appear to be fabulous
igures. As everyone knows, the present
'asic wage is totally inadequate to meet
he requirements intended of it. It does
hot need the communist party, or its
Ldvocates, to put up the story they have
)ecause Australia has had two Royal Comn-
nissions on the question of the basic wage,
&id both of them recommended a basic
rage pounds in excess of that which exists
bt present. Therefore the communist party
ta any amount of material when it starts
Lsking for a £10 basic wage.

What is the result of all this ? We see our
masic industries, such as goidmining, and
n fact any industry that has the price of
ts commodity fixed, gradually being driven
o the wall. If something is not done, those
ndustries will have to go out of existence.
flhere can be no other alternative. The
rnly remedy is rigid price control and the
uljustment of wages after that price con-
,rol is enforced. Because wages are lagging
)ehind prices, and have been for some time,
,he worker is suffering a disability. There
a only one way to combat communism and

that is to give the workers good conditions
ad wages. Unless the control of prices

is rigidly enforced the conditions of the
workers will be worsened en has been
happening over the last year or so. However,
I intend to deal with that question on some
other occapion.

I regret that in the Estimates there is
no item to cover the introduction of alumnin-
ium. therapy treatment to prevent silicosis.
No provision is made there for the treat-
ment to be introduced into this State al-
though considerable information oni this
subject has been available t6 the Govern-
ment. We all know the ravages of silicosis
among miners. The subject has been dis-
cussed in this House on several occasions
since I have been a member and there is
no need for me to deal extnsively with
that part of our problems. However, when.
we realise that six per cent. of the total
number of ment employed in the metalliferous
mines in Western Australia have been,
partially, if not totally, disabled by silicosis,
it gives some idea of the magnitude of the
problem.

There is no reason why this treatment
should not be introduced. We have had
no end of enquiries into its application.
Dr. George, who was looked upon as an
expert in Australia, went to America and
Canada, some two years ago, to study the
treatment. He returned and reported
favourably on the treatment and recom-
mended its introduction into the mines of
Western Australia. Dr. George did say
that the treatment would not be necessary
at Broken Hill because he claimed that the
mines there were so well ventilated that the
workers were not developing silicosis. How-
ever, he said that because of conditions in
the mines in this State he would recommend
that the treatment be introduced.

Aluminium therapy as a preventive of
sil icosis, could not take the place of ventila-
tion in ,mines. It is still required that
mines be thoroughly ventilated and com-
petent authorities throughout the world
are adamant on that point. The treatment
is not a substitution for good mine ventila-
tion. The Premier might well have given
some thought to that aspect of mining in
this State and some provision-even to the
extent of financial aid-should be made
to asist mines to provide adequate ventila-
tion. It might be stated "W'vhy should not
these mining companies provide the finance
to ventilate their own mines?" The
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present-day mine managers, if not the mine
owners, have inherited mines that were
never intended to work at their present
depths. 'Never fit any time was it thought
that the Boulder mine shaft would go down
to 3,000 ft. I amn sure that when the mine
first started it was envisaged that it would
probably go down to a few hundred feet.

The position today is that huge mines are
being worked with small shafts and con-
sequently there is no provision for ventila-
tion. That in turn is the main cause of
miners developing silicosis. This disease
cannot be prevented by the application of
aluminium therapy. It will not arrest
the progress of silcosis unless the mines are
adequately ventilated, and that cannot be
done unless measures are taken to ensure
that the companies ventilate them by
putting down adequate air shafts.

There is no obstacle in the way of the
introduction of a system of silicosis pre-
vention. In addition to Dr. George, Dr.
Robeson, who is probably the leading
authority on silicosis prevention, visited
Australia. Following his visit he made a
report, which I intend to read. It will be
of interest to members and it is directed to
the Minister for Mines, Hon. H. S. W.
Parker, M.L.C., and reads as follows:

I submit herewith a report on my visit to the
mines of Kalgoorlie, Norseman, Owalia and Big
Bell. In addition to the above mines, visits were
made to the Workers' Compensation and Benevol-
ent Association, the Chamber of Mines on two
occasions, the Australian Workers' Union head-
quarters on two occasions, and the Commonwealth
Health Laboratory on two occasions. Lectures
were given in Kalgoorlie to an open meeting of
the local branch of the Australian Institute of
Mining and Metallurgy and to a meeting of the
union, as well as at Norseman and Big Bell. Under-
ground visits were made to Lake View & Star
(Chaffers Shaft) and South Kalgurli. At all mines
visited, the following procedures were carried out :

(a) Examination of plans and/or models
of underground workings to study the method

-of ventilation and dust control.
(b) Examination of all changehouses to de-

termine whether or not they could be adapted
to aluminium powder dispersal.

(c) Examination of all the primary and
secondary crushers.

(d) Examination of assay rooms and steel-
sharpening plants.

(e) A study of all available data on dust
counts.

(f) Inquiries as to mining practices in regard
to number and time of shifts worked, blasting
routines, the use of water sprays end water for
keeping down dust, etc.

Summary.
The results may be summarised as follows:

-. Medical control pregraxnme.-The medical
control programme as presently, in operation
is efficient and quite satisfactory from the
standpoint of the McIntyre Research Founda-
tion.

2. Ventilation and dust control pro-
grammes-This programme, as carried out by the
Inspectors of your department is also quite
satisfactory from the foundation's standpoint.
If mines could be encouraged to appoint san
engineer whose fulitime duties would be devoted
to ventilation and dust control, safety first and
aluminium changehouse application, it would
help your inspectors considerably and add to
the general efficiency. If it were possible to
allow a longer time, say another half hour
between shifts, it would improve underground
ventilation considerably. In addition, it would
improve the dispersal of aluminium. powder in
changerooms. as showers would not be in use
at the time of dispersal.

3. Change Rooms-The majority of changeroom cant be adapted at no great expense to a~h

use of aluminium therapy. There are a few,
however, which would, in my opinion, cost less
to build anew than attempt to make the necessary
alterations.

4. Attitude of labour-The attitude of the
Labour leaders and from information supplied
by them regarding their members is very grati-
fying and they appear to be most anxious to have
the method installed as soon as possible.

5. Attitude of Chamber of Mines.-The
general attitude appeared to be favourable. A
few of the managers present were worried about
availability of suplplies and the cost of makIing the
necessary alterations, also about the problem of
availability of dollars. However, in my opinion
these were only minor objections.
fleeommendations.-At the conclusion of my

work in Kalgoorlie a meeting was held in your
office on Thursday morning, 26th May, where the
above findings and results were discussed. I
hereby confirm the statement made to you at this
meeting that McIntyre Research Foundation, as a
result of my findings, will be prepared, on my
recommendation, to allow the application of alu-
minium therapy in the mines of Western Australia,
under the following provisions:

1. That the Governnpnt of Western Australia,
through your Depar-tment of Mines, will have
complete supervisioin and control over the
changeroom application in those mines which,
in your opinion, meet with the requirements of
McIntyre Research Foundation regarding-

(a) proper and suitable ventilation and dust
control programmes ;

- (b) proper changeroom facilities.
2. The Government of Western Australia will

undertake to provide a doctor and suitable
technical and/or clerical assistance to administer
and supervise therapeutic treatments to those
miners whose chest x-rays show evidence of
dust accumulation and/or silicosis. The treat-
ments to ha on a voluntary basis.
In this connection I would like to suggest, pro-

vided it could be carried out, that Dr. Tighe, or an
equally well qualified doctor be appointed to this
position. If his full time could be devoted to the
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routine x-ray examination of all miners, pins the
supervision of the therapeutic aluminium. treat-
mients, it would be an ideal arrangement. The
appointment of a new man to carry out the other
duties of the clinic would be necessary.

3. McIntyre Research Foundation would
grant a maj or license to the Government of
Western Australia, and the Government of
Western Australia will then issue individual
licenses on application from the varnous mines.
A draft agreement will- be forwarded from the
Foundation head office in Toronto for your
approval. If agreeable to you, it will be returned
for due authorisation.

4. All supplies pertaining to alumnin im
therapy will he ordered through your department
from McIntyre Research Foundation and will be
dispatched to the various licensees on requisi-
tion, These supplies will consist of-

(a) aluminium powder,
(b) ejectors,
(c) filter paper samplera for determining the

aluminium. powder concentration in
the changeroom.

In this connection, while some members of the
Chamber of Mines would like to have the ejectors
and filter paper samplers made in Australia, due to
dollar shortage, it is my personal opinion, and I
believe will be the opinion of th; Directors of
McIntyre Research Foundation, that it would be
preferable if these supplies were obtained from the
Foundation. The Foundation would then be as-
mired that the treatment was being applied under
its specifications.

*5. Your Department of Mines will supply
McIntyre Research Foundation with an annual
summary of results of therapeutic treatments, a
general summary on ventilation and dust control,
s'well as a report on chankrgeroom. applications.

6. All licenses pranted will be for one year
only, and must be renewed annually. Your
department will have the right to cancel any
license should any licensee fail to comply with
your requirements on ventilation and dust control
and the proper application of the method in the
changerooms.

7. The McIntyre Research Foundation will
supply the doctor appointed to take charge of the
therapeutic treatments with the necessary pro-
cedure in this regard.

8. McIntyre Research Foundation will supply
all licensees with any available new information
regarding silicosis, and any new developments
in the matter of aluminium therapy.
These findings and conclusions are respectfull

submitted for your consideration.

There 'we have the report of a man who is
regarded as one of the leading authorities
in the world on the prevention of ailicosia.
He hea offered a method of treatment and
claims that it can be applied here without
any trouble at all. In these circumnstances,
there should be no delay in having the
necesary arrangements made in connection
with the mining industry here. If mern-
bers are not aware of what the use of the
aluminium powder means in the prevention
of silicosis, I will explain that the action

of fine silica particles is to set up in solution
a corrosive fluid that eats into the lungs.
The use of aluminium powder prevents the
particles from becoming soluble and they
do not cause the trouble that leads to
silicosis.

Moat people seem to think that the
particles of silica when breathed into
lungs cut the tissues, but that is not
so. The trouble is that when they are
breathed in and become soluble they cause
nodules that lead to the occurrence of the
disease. It has generally been accepted as
inevitable that a mineworker will develop
silicosis, but I think I have conclusively
shown, memnbers will agree, that the occurr-
ence of that dread disease can be prevented
if the raines; are properly ventilated and a
system of silicosis prevention is introduced
and properly applied. If that course were
adopted, then in future the possibility of'
a man who enters'the mining industry
contracting silicosia should be averted.
'Nothing must be allowed to stand in the
way of the introduction of this nmethod of
treatment. Recently I was interested in
an article that appeared in the " Daily
News " dealing with a gentleman named
Spielvogel, who is president of the Ballarat
Ifistoridal Society. The report rbad as
follows :

President N. F. Spielvogel of the Ballarat His-
torical Society hopft that money will not be spent
on marking the sites of "those mines which brought
misery and destitution to so many homes in
Ballarat."

He was discussing a suggestion that the Ballarat
Historical Society should mark with memorial
tablets the sites of mines where most gold was
produced in the glamorous mining era.

"These gold mines were gloomy pits in the
ground where hundreds of miners worked for paltry
wages in dark, damp drives, laying up in their
bodies the seeds of disease," he said. "And for
what ? to provide dividends for the wealthy,
speculators on the mining -exchange.

" I am glad the Ballarat mines are all closed
down and I hope they will never be reopened."

Mr. Fox : That is a very sensible state-
ment.

Mr. OLIVER: I understand that the
member for South Fremantle knows this
gentleman and can vouch for him. The
mining industry of Western Australia has
no better history than that of goidmining
at Ballarat. In the circumstances. I con-
sider there is no justification at all for any
delay in attending to this matter. Some-
thing should be done immediately to arrest,
the progress of silicosis among those 'working
in our metalliferous mines.
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Hon. E. H. H. Hall : You would not say
it would be a good thing for Western Aus-
tralia if the goldinines at Kalgoorlie closed
down.

Mr. OLIVER: I have never been one
to say they should remain open.

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: Do you think it
would be a good thing ?

Mr. Fox: Would you like your son to
work in those mines?

Hon. E. H. H. Hall: I am just asking
the question.

Mr. Fox: Well, you tell him!1
Hon. A. H. Panton: This is how brawls

start !
Mr. Mann,: Anyhow, what has it to do

with the member for South Fremnantle ?

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
Hon. J. B. SleemAn: The member for

Geraldton would not take it on.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. OLIVER: I have searched the
Estimates carefully to find some indication
that approval was sought for the expendi-
ture of money on the erection of sulphide
plants to replace the obsolete State batteries.
I have not been able to find any mention
of the matter. It is very difficult for pros-
pectors and small syndicates to develop
what remain in the form of valuable sulphide
ore bodies on the Goldfields. There are
some particularly fine lodes of sulphide ore
waiting testing, but there are no plants
available for treating it. Wher6 shows
are situated close to an existing goidmine,
the ore can usually be treated at the com-_
pany's plant, but there ar& no public facili-
ties available. Because of that fact, fields
like Southern Cross, where the suiphide ore
is 50 to 80 feet below the surface, are not
worked to any extent. That is simply
because no plants are available where the
ore can be treated.

The Prospectors' Association has agitated
over the years for the erection of a sulphide
treatment plant at Kalgoorlie. If members
consider the -position on the filds, they will
realise that, for instance, a centre like
Warriedar has been completely neglected
through the lack of proper treat ment
facilities. I have a very vivid recollection
of the Rose Marie show there. The ore
taken from that mine showed a few dwts.
in extraction, but the rest of the gold was
left in the sands, which were subsequently
concentrated and sent away to be treated

elsewhere. Surely the time has arrived
when the Government should make avail-
able to these people outback proper treat-
ment facilities.

Mr. 'McCulloch:± What about a plant
at Spargo?7

Mr. OLIVER: There is some talk about
that. Unless facilities are made available
for the treatment of sulphide ores, very
little exploratory work will be undertaken
by prospectors. Members will realise that
in the past it was the prospector that
found some of our big mines. The State
batteries have done a let of essential work
but they are fast losing their usefulness.
The method of treatment in operation is
out-of-date. Anyone who takes a parcel
of abmi-sulphide ore for treatment there
knows that he must lose quite a large pro-
portion of the gold content. This serves to
discourage prospectors. If a proper sul-
phide ore treatment plant were available,
they would go into the bu~h And work
shows that they cannot operate now because
of existing conditions. There are several
such shows awaiting development apart
from those at Southern Cross, Mount Ida
and Warriedar. If plants were eeted,
thousands of tons of sulphide ore would be
available for treatment and that would
lead to the establishment of more producing
mines.

Mr. Kelly: And the ore is usually high-
grade.

Mr. OLIVER: Warriedar has crushed
stone as high as 5 ozs. but they would not
get 5 dwts. under the present system. In
the House last week I beard a lot of talk
about the policy of decentralisation. To
my mind the policy in application is sheer
mockery. If we have regard to the present
conditions in the back country, what induce-
ment is there for people to live in the more
remote areas ? If a man goes out there
he must build a place to Live in, for no-one
is prepared to provide him with a house.
He exercises his own initiative and runs up
a place that he would not be allowed to
erect in any suburb of Perth, At best,
what he would build would be a hovel.

in the metropolitan area the authorities
go to no end of trouble to see that houses
erected are of the specified standard, Oil
the other hand, the man who goes outback
gets very little consideration and has to
battle along for himself. In reality, the
policy of decentralisation is not being applied
at all. In my opinion, preference regarding
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building supplies available, apart from
bricks and cement, should be granted to the
people outback who want asbestos, timber
and so forth. It is quite natural, I suppose.
that many of these supplies should be readily
available in the city ares because despatch
elsewhere involves heavy freightage, but I1
think the consideration I have indicated
should be extended to the people who are
prepared to go outback.

MR. IMeGULLOCH (Hannans) [5.59]; 1
observe from the notice paper that the
Estimate for the Legislative Council i
£3,524, and also, from a perusal of the
details of the Estimates, that a sumn of money
has been allocated to some gentleman who
proceeded to the Eastern States to oppose
the claim for the 40-hour week. In my
opinion, both of these items are unneces-
sary and could have been saved. I notice
that not too much money is provided for
expenditure on the Eastern Goldfields.
We heard many pme-election promises from
both Parties; now occupying the Govern-
ment bench and we also heard what they
would do if they were returned to power.
We were promised that hospitals and schools
would be built and many Government
services improved if they were returned to
the Treasury bench. So far as our railways
are concernod, I ana certain that the system
is now far behind what it was oven 12
months ago and it is becoming worse day by
day. The service to Kalgoorlie has been
reduced from six to four trains per week.
Yet we were promised an improvement of
the railway system.

The Government has pulled up the Black
Range railway with the avowed object of
improving the system in some other part of
the State, but I cannot ascertain where that
improvement has been effected. I do
know, however, that the people in that
district were deprived of something which
they cherished and made full use of. It is
a coincidence that many thousands of
pounds should have been allocated to the
Bunbury Service. That Service at present
is far ahead of the Goldfields line and other
lines serving outback country. The money
spent on the* Bunbury line could well have
been spent in the Eastern Goldfields and in
improving the Geraldton service, rather.
than on a line that at present is served very
well. The Australind express was giving
a good service and I fail to Understand
why more money was spent on it.

Another pme-election promise by the Par-
ties in poster was that additional schools
would be built ; yet on the Eastern Gold-
fields the Schools are overcrowded. When
asking the Minister for Education a question
on this subject, I1 pointed out that on the
Eastern Goldfields there were 60 children
in a classroom 24 ft. by 24 ft. The Minister
replied that that was unnecessary. Money
should be provided not only for schools,
but for additional classrooms, as well as
for Septic tank systems to replace the
present pan systems. I saw a letter in
Kalgoorlie some months ago in which the
Public Works Department stated that
tenders would be called on the 25th July
to install. a Septic tank system at the North
Kalgoorlie School ; but tenders have not
yet been called and, as far as I know, no
attempt has been made to carry out the
work. We had several Ministers in Kal-
goorlie last February ; the Attorney
General, the Honorary Minister for Supply
and Shipping, the Minister for Railways
and the Minister for Works, however, did
not come, but the Ministers who did told
us that the Goldfields would be provided
with a cheaper and more ample water
supply.

That promise has not been kept. The
Government did, however, effect one Saving
on the Goldfields and that was to make a
reduction in the magistracy, but it was
a saving that should not have been made.
Nevertheless, that saving was compensated
for by an increase in freight rates which are
now being charged to our crippled gold-
mining industry. The wood contractors
have also had their tonnage rates increased
by 10 per cent., which means an added
cost of £360 a month to the contractors
alone. The Goldfields workers certainly
have received an increase in the basic wage ;
but what is given to them in this way is
taken from them in another. The Govern-
ment has also not kept its promise with
respect to price control. When on the
hustings, Government members told us
that prices would be reduced if they were
returned to power and they advised the
people to vote "No " at the referendum.

I mentioned in this Chamber not long
ago that, while there were land sales control
inspectors in the metropolitan area, there
was none in the Goldfields. I tried to
find out from various departments what the
position was with respect to the rents
legislation passed in 1939 and amended in
1947. I asked a couple of questions
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in the House on the subject bput failed to that much better use could be made of that
obtain satisfactory answers. I have since
interviewed the Crown Law Department and
the department controlling rents, but am,
still no further forward than when I asked
the questions I mentioned a moment ago.

We have recently heard much about
communism, socialism and various other
isins in this Chamber.

it is a pity the member for Middle Swan
is not present. We heard from him the
other night what the policy of the Country
and Democratic League and the Liberal
and Country League was with respect to
deetntralisation. I was quite pleased at the
way in which he spoke on the subject. MY
colleague, the member for Boulder, 3aid
that the policy was a mockery and I agree
with him. We have hoard much of this
subject for many years past, but what do
we find ? The Government has established
a factory at Welshpool, another at Wun-
dowie and a big power house is being built
at South Fremnantle. If that is decentralisa,-
tion, then I have a different idea of it.

The Acting Premier: Whom are you
criticising now ?

Afr. MlcCELLOCH: We have also heard
something recently about returned soldiers
having lost the benefit of the Commonwealth
housing regulations which were recently
declared invalid by the High Court., The
State Government should at once have
introduced legislation to restore that pro-
tection to our returned Servicemen. This
subject is still under consideration in another
place, and I notice in today's "West Aus-
tralian" that the R.S.L. is not too happy
or pleased with the action taken by the
Government in this regard. Recently I
toured the South-West of the State. I
consider quite a large sum of money should
be spent by the Government there.

M*r. May: Hear, hear!I
Mr. Bovell: I agre.
Mr. McCULLOCH : Australia is an island

continent and some day we shall require
an outlet for the produce of our South-West.
That means that ships will have to be built
and ports constructed ; but, again, I cannot
see what the Government is doing in this
respect. Something must be done to build
up the South-West in order to cope with
our exports in years to come. Recently,
an expert from Britain toured the South-
West and pronounced it to be one of the
finest dairying districts in the Common.
wealth. I share his opinion. I consider

part of the State. A farmer told me that
about five acres was the average required
for one cow. I am not a farmer myself,
but it seem extraordinary to me that a cow
should require five acres of land to graze
on.

Mr. Reynolds: It depends on the type
of cow.

Mr. MeCULLOCH: I have no objection
to money being spent provided it is spent
in the right way, but I do object to huge
sums being spent in the metropolitan area
while the country districts of the State are
neglected. Now let me deal with socialism,
which seems to be a bogie to some people
and particularly to the Government. If
this Government does not believe in social-
ism, then why does the State run railways,
the trains and ferries and so on?

Mfr. May: Why did the Government
purchase the electricity undertaking of the
Perth City Council ?

Air. MecCULLOCH: The Liberal Govern.
ment of South Australia also believes in
socialism.. It bought the Adelaide electricity
undertaking and runs the Leigh coalfield.
The Victorian Government also believes
in socialism ; it controls the brown coal
deposits in that State. Why all this worry
about socialism? During the last election
we heard-and we shall hear it again at the
nest eletion-the members of the Govern-
ment Parties say, " If you vote for socialism,
all you have in your pocket will be taken
out of it and you will have nothing."

Sitting supended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Afr. McCtTLLOCH: I wish now to deal
with the pre-elction promises of the present
Government. We all remember the tale
about the returning of taxing powers to the
State and the intention to take those powers
bapk from the Commonwealth and allow the
State to get on with the job and not retard
its efforts. I wonder what would have
happened had those taxing powers been
returned to the present Government. I
notice that it has made no attempt to have
them returned, in the two years and five
months during which it has held office.
The Governument was going to do wonderful
things when it got back its taxing powers.
it was going to inodernise the railways and
so on, and make long range plans for in-
creasing our population. If those plans
have been made, they seem to be hard to
find.
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I do not think we can give the present
State Government any credit for whatever
inlcrese has taken place. in our population.
It is true that a considerable number of
immigrants have come to this State, but a
number are leaving the State, also. The
housing position, as we all know, is bad,
particularly in the metropolitan area and
some of the larger outback centres. I know
of a ma who came to Kalgoorlie not long
ago with hi%~ wifeg and eight children, but
could not get a suitable home for them.
IThe Minister for Lands;- Was he an

immigrant ?
Mr. McCULLOCE: Yes, but he came to

Kalgoorlie from Broken Hill. He landed
in Sydney and then went to Broken Hill,
but could not obtain a home there. He was
told that if he came to the Goldfields, in
Western Australia, he would be able to get
plenty of work and also a home. I might
mention that the youngest of his children
were twins, born last July twelve months.
That mnan's sole ambition, on finding that
he could not get a home, was to get to
Fremantle so that he could board a boat
and return to England. However, we
managed to get him a job on the State
railways and he is working there today.
Fortunately he has got along fairly well in
the last couple of months, but he is still
not content as he has not yet secured a
suitable home for his wife, his eight children
and himself. I think that to encourage an
influx of immigrants to this or any other
State where there is such a great shortage
of housing is bad policy.

The Miniter for Lands : Then you do
not support the policy of the Commonwealth
Government?

Mr. MeCULLOCH: I am expressing my
own opinion. It would be far better for us
to make sure of sufficient housing for the
people already in the country before bringing
-others in. I do not blame this Stat.
Government in particular, in this regard,
because the same thing is happening all over
Australia, but in my opinion the policy is
wrong. We should not flood people into the
country unless we are able to house them I
would remind members also of the Govern-
ment's pro-election promise that building per-
mits would be issued to young couples--two.
unit familis I have not yet seen any homes
built to house two-unit families. I know of
a three-unit family living in a condemned
house at Palm Beach and, on going to the
Housing Commission, I was told that these

people might get a permit after ail those
with larger families had been satisfied. Yet
in spite of that kind of thing we are bringing
still more people into the country.

Mr. Yates:- A numbe of two-unit families
have received perimits.

Mr. MeCtILLOCE:. I think that where
people are willing to go out a bit and obtain
building blocks they should be allowed to
build the self-help type of home up to a
value of £500 or £600. The most humble
type of home today costs at least £500 to
build, and I think that those who are
willing to do so should be allowed to get the
material for such a home and get on with
the job. Years ago, when I firt'went to
the Goldfields, I had to do just that. I
built a shack and lived in it until I got
settled down and was able to obtain a
decent home. If permits were issued to
such people, on a self-help scheme, to build
their own houses to a, maximum value of
perhaps £500, it would do a great deal
towards solving the housing problem.

I regret that the Minister for Education
is not present at the mioment, because
some months ago I wrote to him asking
for equipment to be installed in the new
technical school on the Goldields, and so
far I have not received the courtesy of a
reply, though the letter was written in March
last. I have spoken to the Minister about it,
since I have been in this House, but up to
date have still received no reply. If we are
going to bring more people into the country
it is necessary that we should make rater
provision for schools and their equipment.
It is true that we have a new technical
school on the Eastern Goldfields, but it is
not fully equipped, and I believe that some
money should be spent to that end. It
is no use having a beautiful big school
building standing practically vacant, as that
one is at present. The students there
receive only theoretical training, as there is
no equipment available with which to give
them any practical work.

I realise that throughout the British
Commonwealth of Nations the coalmining
situation, mentioned by the member for
Boulder, has for many years been a bugbear.
He mentioned Bob Smillie. I had the
pleasure of working beside Bob Sinillie many
years ago and was a member of his union,
and I agree with the member for Boulder in
what he said about the conditions of the
coalininers. Much of the present-day atti-
tude of the coalminer is a heritage from
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the bad treatment that they received in the
early days. However, I will not enlarge
on that, as the member for Boulder dealt
fully with it. It is not herd toc ast our
minds back to the year 1940, when we were
at war with well-armed enemies and had the
menace of Japan to the north. When the
Japanese entered the war this country was
in a bad state. Our soldiers had almost no
equipment, and nothing with which to
defend the country. However, thanks to
the socialisation policy of the Commonwealth
Government, we were able to have some
factories established and build aeroplanes
and guns for our defence. I do not wish
to see a- return to the bad old conditions
during my life-time.

In 1941 1 went through the back country
with Mr. Johnson, Minister for the Interior,
and the conditions we saw at that time
were not encouraging. Wd got back to Perth
eventually after touring a lot of the outback
country and the north and hearing a lot
about the Moors line. I would like to se
considerably more money spent by the
Government in developing the outback.
The member for Geraldton said the other
night that our great North-West should be
developed, and I agree, though it would
cost a great deal of money and take con-
siderable time. I hope the Government
does not lose sight of the fact that anything
that can be done, should be done, while it
remains in office, and I would remind it
that a great deal could be done for the
Goldfields. The Minister for water supply
was not one of those who camne to the
Goldields and promised the market gardeners
cheaper water, but other Ministers and the
Premier did so.

The Premier promised the market
gardeners that he would see that they got
more and cheaper water for the cultivation
of vegetables, so that it would not be neces-.
WaY to bring them from the metropolitan

area to the Goldields, but nothing has been
done about it. If that is the policy of
the Premier I take it to be the policy also
of Cabinet. If the Minister for Water
Supply can do anything to make water
cheaper to those market gardeners on the
Goldfields, and also provide a more plentiful
supply. I hope he will do so. I trust that
in the next Budget I will see much more
money provided for the outback areas
than that being provided at present.

MR. BOVELL (Sussex) [7.46]: At the
outset I desire to pay tribute to the Gov-
ermnent for its enrergy in tackling a diffi-
cult job upon assuming office two and a
half years ago. Alth6ugh I intend to say
something in the present Government's fav-
our, I do not wish to detract from the
efforts made by the previous administration.
We all admit that the latter Government
held office in very difficult times, including
the war years and those preceding. I was
not in Parliament then. The main concern
of country members is the development of
the rural resources of this State. Agricul-
ture in a State such as this particularly
should command the attention of any Gov-
ernment, no matter what faith it may pro-
fess. I am pleased that the Agricultural
Vote has been increased by L42,981 and
am also pleased to learn from the Premier
that the Government intends to establish
rural research stations wherever possible.
Since I was elected to Parliament, I have
always advocated the establishment of
such stations to assist the butter-f at pro-
ducers of the dairying industry in the areas
throughout the electorate I represent. They
have problems that need the assistance, ad-
vice and research of experts.

In certain parts of my electorate there
is the serious question of die-back in pas-
tures, and here the Minister for Agricul-
ture has shown initiative by sending quali-
fied persons to the district in an endeavour
to arrest this nuisance and handicap to the
dairy farmer. In addition, sterility in dairy
cattle is a question of great concern, and
here again the Government is endeavouring
to offer some advice that will assist mem-
bers of the dairying industry. Another
problem in that industry is the difficulty
of obtaining dairy herd recorders. This
seems to he a dead-end job, and I think
the Government could do a great service
to the industry by encouraging the right
type of person to take up this occupation
by ensuring some permanency in the posi-
tion. Herd recording is an extremely vital
matter in the dairying industry.

Records are kept of individual herds and
the results submitted to the Department of
Agriculture, and if the records show that
the cattle are not up to the mark in butter-
fat production, the department should see
that research ofticers are available to give
advice to individual settlers. I -would like
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Lo read an extract from one Of the communi-
cations I have received from various
branches of the Farmers' Union in the Sus-
sex electorate. This comes from the Alex-
ander Bridge branch, and says-

Herd Testing.

Many farmers decline to avail themselves
of the services offered because the herd
testers in many eases have proved incompet-
ent and treat the job as a standby until
something more congenial turns up, with the
result that within a few months the job is
vacant and the difficulty arises of finding an-
otflbr tester. It is appreciated by most
farmers and departmental officials of the
necessity for testing one's herd.

I also have a comunication from the Rosa
Brook branch of the Farmers' Union com-
plaining of the diffiulty of securing suit-
able herd testers. During the visit of the
Minister for Housing to the Margaret
River-Augusta area recently, I received a
wire from Colonel Angel, of Rosa Brook,
requesting me to make representations to
the Minister to have a herd recorder sent to
Rosa Brook at the earliest possible date be-
cause the services of a recorder were not
available to that centre. Colonel Angel is
a farmer in that area and he has convinced
me on many occasions of the vital need to
have competent herd recorders and to
ensure that the work continues unhindered.

Another matter which the member for
Nelson and myself are acquainted with is
the difficulty dairy farmers. experience in
clearing heavily-timbered country. Some
nine months ago, a bulldozer was made
available td the members of the Rosa
Brook, Rosa Glen, Forrest Grove and
Witeheliffe branches of the Farmers' Union.
The purchase of 'this machine was spon-
sored by those branqhes, and I have
received very encouraging advices from
the secretaries of the work which has been
completed by it in these areas. Settlers
are very satisfied with the way private
enterprise is tackling the job of clearing
this heavy country. Of course, such clear-
ing is a strain on the financial resources of
settlers, and members of the various
branches of the Farners' rnion have ap-
proached me on the matter of a subsidised
scheme for clearing substandard farms in
heavily timbered areas. If such a scheme
could be devised, it would assist ia increas-
ing the production of much-needed butter-
fat.

Another factor to be remembered is that
unless a farm is capable of producing
enough to retain the services of the
farmer's sons, those young men invariably
leave home and drift towards the city. That
is a bad feature, because those boys are
barn and bred in the country, and every
effort should be made to ensure that their
services are retained in the country to assist
in the primary production of the State.
Owing to various factors, it is not always
possible for a farmer to develop his holding
to support one or more of his sons, so a sub-
sidised plan for clearing may assist to keep
the services of country-bred men and women
on the properties with their parents and
give them some hope of being able to earn
a suitable livelihood from the land. Educa-
tion is another matter of great concern in
the country. I want to pay a tribute to the
Minister for Education for the way in
which he has tackled the problem by assist-
ing to provide facilities to country children
equal to those prevailing in the dty.
Throughout the State, the education pro-
gramme has continued to expand and once
again we see that the Governnment has
realised the great importance of education
to the community by increasing the Esti-
mates by £92,676.

Mr. Trial: That will be mainly spent on
salaries.

Mr. BOVELL: If it is expended on
salaries, it will edeourage a higher educa-
tional standard because it will induce people
to stay in the teaching profession and he
mnore contented with the conditions that pre-
vail.

Hon. J. Tr. Tonkin: What is your opinion
about the Position at BuntineV

Mr. Reynolds: He has slipped now.

Mr. BOVELL: The member representing
that area will have something to say-

The Acting Premier: Two, months ago
there were not enough children to fill the
existing premises at Buntine. That is the
first point.

Mr. BOVELL: A matter of great con-
ern to me personally is that of area schools
established in the country. It ws proposed
by the previous Government and supported
by the present Government that an area
school be established at Margaret River.
Owing to the need for primary education,
it has not yet been possible to establish that
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school, but I hope the Government will find
an opportunity to start an area school in
that centre next year.

Health is another matter of vital import-
ance to the community and is receiving the
earnest attention of tbe Government. I -wish
to thank the Government for informing me
today that tenders have been called for ad-
ditions to the Margaret River Hospital and
that a tender for £C9,700 had been accepted.
Margaret River, like Manjimup, is the
centre of aL prosperous and growing rural
district To local governing authorities in
big road board areas such as Augusta-
Margaret River and the Warren districts the
matter of maintaining roads suitable for
present-day transport is causing grave con-
cern. The funds at their disposal are not
nearly sufficient to maintain the roads.

Representations should be made to the
Commonwealth Government with a view to
making available to local governing authori-
tied a greater proportion of the petrol tax
than they now receive. This is absolutely
necessary for the maintenance of roads in
sparsely populated districts. There is no
need for me to stress the importance of the
timber industry. I pay a tribute to our tim-
her workers. Timber is a vital commodity
and is in great demand today, and not once
have our timber workers become involved
in any industrial dispute which would retard
production in any -way.

[Mr. Hill took the Chair.]

Mr. Marshall: They have good leadership.

Mr. BOY ELL: I agree. They are excel-
lent men. It is my privilege from time to
time to visit the numerous mills in my elec-
torate. The timber compahies are aoing
their best to provide amenities for their
workers. New houses are being erected and,
where possible, electric light and such-like
conveniences are being provided. I would,
however, emphasise the loyalty of the timber
workers to the State.

Mr. Oliver: For their loyalty, they have
the worst award.

Mr. BOVELL: Our outports, are of great
importance. In this connection the Govern-
ment has done something practical as far
as my electorate is concerned. It has seat
a diver to Busselton who has made a com-
plete survey of the jetty; work is now pro-
gressing to renew any piles that need replac-

ing. The maintenance of the State's harbours,
and jetties should be and is being recognised
by the Government. I hope that are long
the Government will see its way clear to
provide at slipway at Busselton for the use
of the fishing industry. I understand that
a commencement has been made with a slip-
way at Albany. I hope also that the Gov-
erment will see its way clear soon to comn-
mence work on slipways for the fishing in-
dustry at Busselton and Mandurab as these
works have been approved. I wish again to
express my appreciation of the cooperation
of all Ministers. They have ever been ready
to receive deputations from the electorate
which I represent and have at all times been
most courteous and considerate.

RON. J. B. 8LBEAN (Fremantle>
(8.6]: At the outset, mnay I congratulate the
member for Sussex on being the only mem-
ber on the Government side to speak on the
Estimates? It seems to ise that members on
the Government side are evidently not game
to rise and voice their disapproval of the
Estimates.

The Minister for Lands: You hopped up
so quickly that they did not have a chance.

Eon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I will resume
my seat if any member on the opposite side
wishes to speak. I congratulate the Govern-
ment on the way it controls its members and
upon its, conspiracy of silence. Let the Op-
position do any talking that is to be done!
Members opposite are told that they must
not speak. Even the member for 'Beverley,
who was responsible for merging the two
great Parties, does not say whether he ap-
proves of the Government's record or other-
wise. I am not prepared to congratulate
the Government, as I did the member for
Sussex. I think this Government will go
down as the breach of promise Government.
If the electors do not indict them for breach
of promises made ab the last election I shall
be a very surprised nan. I think that at
the next election the electors will ask the
Government Parties why they did not keep
the promises they made at the last election.

Mr. Styants: They might even have a
divorce among themselves.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: Yes, and there
might be a big claim for damages. I have
made somne notes. I have here a long list of
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promises made hy members of the Govern-
ment Parties at the last election, but I shall
deal only with one or two. The Premier
said that his Party would provide people
with houses, and that housing material would
be supplied; people would be encouraged to
own their borns The Acting Premier
s~id that young married people would be
provided with homes. The housing problem
would be solved; a woman would be ap-
pointed to the Housing Commission; the
Housing Commission would resume build-
ings and loans would be provided at the
lowest rates of interest. He also said that
ample fundb were available. Another
promise he made was that permits would
be issued to two persons if hardship could
be shown. I shall take that last promise
first. Homes would be provided for two-
unit families where hardship could be shown,
hut the trouble was for anyone to prove
hardship. I am reminded of the man who
said that he was open to be convinced, but
would like to see the man who could con-
vince him.

Notwithstanding the Government's pro-
mises,.I have been unable to get one homte
for a two-unit family in Fremantle since the
present Government assumed office. If any
such homes have been built then they are
in the electorates of the supporters of the
Government. I have heard officials of the
Housing Commission admit that eases of
hardship have come under their notice, but

-y say, "What can we doI We have n,*
the houses and cannot possibly do any-
thing." That comp letes what I have to say
about homes for two-unit families. In re-
gard to four-unit families, 'I shall quote
the ease of a woman in my electorate who
was evicted by her father-in-law and thrown
out into the cold world and in the process
got a smack or two while passing through
the door. I was able to secure an interview
for this woman with the Housing Commis-
sion. The officials told her that they could
not do anything for her, or for any other
person, until September and they added,
"Don't forget, we are not guatanteeing that
we can do anything for you then."1 I for-
got to say that this woman is living with
friends who took her in. Her children are
living with other friends, while her husband

is occupying a stable. He has a horse sinK
is living in the chaff shed. In addition, the
woman is to be laid up in October next.

IThat reminds me of another promise made
by the Government, that it would appoint
a woman to the Housing Commission as
well as to other commissions. If the woman
appointed to the lousmng Comnission would
appreciate the condition in which the woman
I referred to is placed she might be able
to do something for her, but I am sorry to
say she has not done anything at all. I give
the Government a certain number of marks
for partly carrying out its promise to ap-
point a woman to the Housing Commission,
but it has not appointed a woman to any
other commission. I am a better friend to
the women in the State than is any member
on the Government side of the Hfouse. I
moved, when the Prices Control Bill was
before the House, to include a woman on
the Prices Commission. If there is any
commission to which a woman should be
appointed it is that one. A woman
knows more about the prices of goods and
household requirements generally than does
any man. However, I did not get any sup-
port from Government members. I later
moved that a woman should be appointed
to the Milk Board, but did not get any sup-
port from the Government side, not even
from the Honorary Minister for Supply and
Shipping. If anybody should have sup-
ported me in that connection it is the mem-
ber for Suhiaco.

The Honorary Minister for Supply and
Shipping: You cannot speak the truth.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I did not hear the
Honorary Minister but I suppose that what
she said is not worth replying to. I think Mr.
Chairman, you will agree that what I said is
the whole truth and nothing but the truth.
Who knows more about milk than do the
ladies? Yet I received no support from the
lady member opposite. She preferred to
vote with the Government on that occasion.
We can give it a small number of points for
putting a lady on the Housing Commission,
but it has not put a woman on any of the
others. The ones that women know most
about bar'e no female representation. I do
not know whether there is anything sinister
about that. Perhaps the ladies know too
much about milk and prices, and would be
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too valuable as members. .That is the posi-
tion. I was not given the support of one
vote.

The Premier said there would be a hous-
ing speed-up and encouragement of home
ownership. Applications current to the 31st
July, 1949, for two and three-unit families,
numbered 3,802; applications current at the
31st July, 1949, for families of four units
and over were 7,866. At the 31st July, 1949,
there were 153 applicants for State rental
homes, against whom court orders had been
made terminating their present tenancies
within the next few months. A few weeks
ago I rang the Housing Commission because
some people had been evicted and the official
concerned told me he had 56 eviction cases
before him then. That is the official who deals
with evictions. Ho said, "I am afraid I can-
not do anything for your clients."

The number of applications for McNess
Homes was 596. 1 understood that the
Government was going to approach the
Lotteries Commission to see whether it could
get more finance so as to build McNess
Homes. Quite a number of old people want
these homes at a small rental, but there does
not seem to be much chance for them. I
hope that in the near future the Govern-
ment will do something for the old people
who need a home to shelter them from the
weather. The Premier said-

We shall spend our time getting people
houses, and Mousing material. The Housing
Commission will resume buildings for pur-
chase at the lowest rates of interest because
there are ample funds available.

If ample funds are available, what has been
done with them 9 Why has not the Govern-
ment used them to purchase buildings at the
lowest rates of interest? I agree that the
Government should build homes and pass
them over to people at the lowest rates, but
it has not done that, notwithstanding it said
that ample funds were available. Therefore
I think you, Mr. Chairman, will agree that
it has not carried out the promises, as re-
gards housing, it made on the hustings. The
Premier on hospitals said that adequate
regional and district hospitals, and nursing
services would be provided. The Acting
Premier said that there would be speedy re-
form and improvement of hospitalisation.
M~ promised expenditure of over £2,000,000
on hospital improvements and said that the

system of requiring country districts to sub-
scribe one-third of the cost of buildings
would be abolished. The country members
can say whether that has been abolished.

The Acting Premier: It has.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAX: I understand it
has not.

The Acting Premier: It has. No contri-
butions are asked for now from local auth-
orities.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I am glad that
has come about at last. It has been a long
time coming.

Hon. A. H. Panton: They are going to
have a health council.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: The Premier on
hospitals said there would be an adequate
regional nursing service. That has not
mnaterialised. Hospital accommodation and
staff shortages are worse now than when the
Government took over. Some 20 hospitals
in the metropolitan area have closed since
1939. When the Government went to the
hustings there were pictures of hospitals
with cobwebs all over them and we were
told what to do with the hospitals for the
people. The Government has not carried
out its promises, and built these hospitals.
When I wanted a maternity hospital in
Frenmantle I was told to send the women to
the King Edward Maternity Hospital. The
staff shortage is worse now than when the
Government took over. What is the use of
the Government making these promises if
it cannot stand up to' themn?

,The Acting Premier: The staff position
is not worse than when we took over.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: Medical men and
hospital officials tell me it is.

The Acting Premier: It might be in Fre-
mantle, but it is much better elsewhere.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: The parents at
Buntine are talking of going on strike.

Hon. 5. B. SLEEINAN: The member for
Irwin-Moore will have to send his people
to King Edward, too. Perhaps he will be
able to tell us something about Buntine. I
heard the Acting Premier interject a little
while ago and say he could explain the 'posi-
tion at Buntine. It will be interesting to
hear his explanation after what was in the
newspaper this morning. The Premier had
this to say on prices--
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We are going to see that our money in the
savings bank or in our pay envelopes can be
converted promptly and at a reasonable price
to meet our requirements for a satisfactory
and expanded standard of living.

He also told the people to vote No, and
that it was easy for the State to control
prices. He said he would improve the pur-
chasing power of wages and savings by
more goods and fewer shortages. The
Acting Premier did not have as inftch to
say. He said that every effort would be
made to reduce living costs and taxation.
I7 want to know what they have done. I
do not think any member of this Chamber
will say that they have reduced prices, or
even controlled them. I was in a shop this
morning and the people there were talking
about the rise in prices, and a woman was
going very sour about the cost of arrow-
root having gone up from 9d. a packet to
Is. 5d. When the blackout was on we
had to pay 7d. for candles which could be
bought in Tasmania for 2d. Potatoes have
gone up, and so has practically everything,
notwithstanding the promises of the Gov-
ernment that it would control prices. I
say it has not carried out its promises.
When the electors have their say I am satis-
fied they will ask the Government why it
did not fulfil its promises as regards prices.

The Acting Premier: Do you know
whether the Commonwealth Government
still controls prices at Canberral

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I do not know,
but I do know the promises this Govern-
ment made to the people of the State and
I will not be sidetracked. The present
Government asked the people to vote No,
and said that it would control prices, which
would be quite simple. It said, "Vote No,
and we will control prices."

The Acting Premier: We have controlled
them better than the Commonwealth has.
Look at the prices in Canberra today!

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I know the Gov-
ernment is fond of creating middlemen, as
it did in the case of the Potato Marketing
Board, but I do not know whether it thinks
that is intended to reduce or control prices.
I would like to see a board set up with me
as a middleman in the wheat industry, be-
tween the bulk-handling people, the flour
millers and the exporters. Provided I were
made chairman of that board, it would be

a fine thing for me. I think it is about
time we had a middleman in the wheat
business.

Hon. A. H. Pmnton: The member for
North-East Fremantle will get that job.

Hon. . B. SLEEMAN: I could he put
on the board with him. The Premier also
had something to say about the Legisla-
tive ouncil and stated that a review would
be made of the Constitution of the State
Parliament. The Acting Premier then said
that legislation would be introduced to de-
fine the powers of the Legislative Council
on money Bills and to extend the franchise
of that place to the wives of males qualified
as voters. That was the biggest catch ever.
He kept his promise and introduced the
Bills, but that was all. The Attorney
General, in October, 1947, said-

In the Premier's policy speech at the last
elections he made specific reference to some
itnul of Government policy which are the
subject of this Bill. Among other things, he
said-

''We intend a review of the constitution of
the Legislative Council, including the exten-
sion of the franchise to dwellers in self-con-
talied flats."

The Acting Premier: Where dloes that
appear7

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: At page 1263
of "Hansard," 1947, when the Attorney
General was speaking to the debate on the
second reading of the Constitution Acts
Amendment Bill (No. 3). He continued-

The Premier also said-' Under our policy,
all wives of Legislative Council electors w~ill
be added to the number of those entitled to
vote at elections for the Council.''

Those two items of Government policy have,
with vqriations or extensions, been incorpor-
ated in the Bill of the member for Northeam
which is now before the House; and while the
Government; may feel it has been subtly flat-
tered by the endorsement of the hen. mem-
ber, at the same time it considers that these
matters, being Government policy on which
the Premier went to the country, should be
matters for a Government Bill. It has been
the intention of the Government to bring
down a Bill to implement these matters of
policy which were expressly stated in the
Premier's policy speech. They are matters
of policy which the Government regards as of
importance and as being features of sub-
stance in the Government's Policy on which
it presented its ease to the electors last
March. The Government feels, therefore, that
it has a duty to the people to implenment its
own policy, and I think few people will cavil
at that point of view. I therefore propose to
suggest to the Rouse that the Bill of the
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member for Northam should be postponed
until consideration of the Bill which the Gov-erment intends to bring down. That Bill
will be introduced without delay; I think it
will be presented for the consideration of the
House not later than next week. In those cir-
cumstances, I do not think it necessary for me
to spend any time in dealing with the aspects
of the Bill now before the House. I propose
moving to delete the word "now'" in the mo-
tion before the House, and if that is accepted
to add words to the motion as follows-
''after consideration of a Bill to be intro-
duced by the Government this session to ex-
tend the franchise for the Legislative Council
to the wife of an elector for the Council and
to the occupier of a self-contained flat.''

We know what happened.

Hon. A. H. Panton: It reads well, at all
events!

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: Yes, and it would
be well if it had been implemented. A
vote was taken, and it was decided that the
Hill of the member for Northam should be
laid aside. That was the policy of the Gov-
ernment. What right had the member for
Northam, notwithstanding that it had been
his policy for many years, to take out of
the hands of the Government something it
wanted to do? The Government resolved
to do this, and not to allow the member for
Northam to give the people of the coun-
try what they desired. But whit happened?
We find that a Bill was brought down and
passed through this Chamber. Then it
'went to another place. Did Labour mem-
bers defeat it there? No, it was the mem-
bers of the Country and Liberal Parties
that defeated it. It was brought down
again, and again those members defeated
it.

Will anyone try to tell me that if the
Government had been sincese, it could not
have told its supporters in another place
to vote for that measure, which was sup-
posed to be the policy of the Government
and of the Premier? I do not think the
Government ever intended that the meas-
ure should be passed. The Premier made
the promise to the electors but saw to it
that the legislation did not go through, and
representatives of big property interests
in another place made sure that the meas-
ure was defeated. The Government did
not do anything about it. We are now
approaehing the end of the life of the pre-
sent Parliament, and the Government has
soon to go back to the people, without hav-
ing- even tried to carry out its promises.

When the Government goes to the country,
the electors will want to know why its
promises have not been kept. The Pre-
mier had this to say about transport-

Thousands of passengers stand in queues.
frequently in pouring rain, waiting for the
buses.

The Treasurer told the people, when intro-
during the Estimates last year, that he was
budgeting for a £464,000 deficit on trans-
port. I thought I would have a look at the
transport position the other day and see
what improvements this Government has
made. I wanted to see what it had done to
keep these thousands of passengers out of
the rain. When I went down there I found
that the poor devils were there just the
same.

Mr. Marshall: More of them.
Hon. J. B. SLEEMA2{t Yes, and more

every day.
The Acting Premier: Did not the pas-

cagers vote themselves out of it?
Hon. J. If. SLEEMAN: People were

queued up right along St. George's Ter-
race. The Government has not done any-
thing to stop the people from getting wet.

The Acting Premier: They voted against
a proposal of that nature at a ballot.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: Why promise the
people that something will be done to keep
them dry? It was done voluntarily and if
so why did not the Government carry out
its promise' If it cannot do what it prom-
ises then it should let somebody else carry
on. If the Government intends to make
promises without carrying them out, what
is the use of them? The people are still
waiting in the rain and getting wet and I
hope they will remember that at the next
elections. The Government promised to get
the people out of the rain hut it left them
there.

Mr. Marshall: Couldn't they stop the
rain for the time being.

Ron. J. U. SLEEMAN: The Treasurer
also told the people by his Estimates that
he was budgeting for a subsidy for trans-
port of superphosphate by road. In his Es-
timates he proposed to spend £500 for the
carting of super. by road.

Hon. A. H. Penton: Did you say £.500?
Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: Yes. Do mem-

bers know just how much was spent? The
Treasurer spent £100,979, and yet the other
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evening a permit was refused for the cart-
age of fish by road and the people were told
that they would have to use the commn
carrier, the railways. Howw'rer, when it
comes to super. it is a diffirent story.

9The Minister for Railways: And you
know the reason for it.

lion. J. B. SLEEMAN: Evidently it is one
law for fish and one law for fowl.' The
Premier, after estimating an expenditure
of £500, spends £100,979. That is 200 times
his estimate. This year the Premier pro-
poses to spend £30,000.

Mr. Graham: Private enterprise you
know.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: If that expendi-
ture is multiplied 200 times it will be a
terrific sum and that is what this Gov-
ernment has done about trar~port. I notice,
too, that the Government is still referring
to the motor busses ordered by' he previous
Government. Regarding the matter raised
the other evening about trains, I think it is
unnecessary for me to say anything more.
Perhaps the Minister for Railways can tell
us about this expenditure of £100,979 a
little later on. It seems amazing that at the
beginning of the year it is estimated that
the Government will spend £500 and yet at
the end of the year it bas spent £100,979.
I suppose, too, that f100,600O worth of dam-
age has been done to the roads of this coun-
try. That was another large amount of busi-
ness that was taken from a Government
utility and placed in the hands' of private
enterprise.

The Acting Premier: That is about the
best joke of the year.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: It may be a joke
bunt I do not think it is a very good one
when the Treasurer spends £100,000 instead
of £e500.

The Acting Premier: The joke is on you,
don't you see.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: I never mind
having a joke put over me. I can always
take it as long as it is a joke.

Mr. Ackland: While talking about sub-
sidies, what about mentioning the £106,-
000,000 the wheatgrowers have given to the
people during the last seven years?

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: If the hon. mem-
ber wants -to get up and tell the Committee
what he knows, he will have an opportun-
ity.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
Hop. J. B. SLEEMAN: Unfortunately

the member for Irwin-Moore has not bean
game enough to get up as yet, but whenk
bie does he will be able to tell us all lhe
knows about Co-operative Bulk Handling
Ltd. Then the member for North-East
Freman tle can tell him what he does not
know. While the member for Irwin-Moore
is speaking he might also tell us about this
Buntine business which was reported in the
Press this morning. That will show how
the Governmexit is carrying out its promises.
The people of this country secured the Gov-
ernment they deserved at the last election.
I have no sympathy for them because they
were fooled once before by a coalition Gov-
ernment and permitted themselves to be
fooled once again.

In 1930 the coalition Parties went to the
electors and -made promises too. I remem-
ber one of their promises. It was, "Work
for All." They told the people that if the
Mitchell-Latham Parties were returned to
power they would provide work for all. I
happened to be right in the middle of that
and there was -work for no-one, The only
job the people had was looking for a job.
We had the soup kitchens in Fremantle and
the Government would not even give us, the
Immigrants, Home to house the men or even
finance to get them food. We had to do
that by public subscription and I can re-
member the Reverend Nye and Councillor
Hollis gnd one or two others. They were able
to get hold of a wool shed to house these
men and give them a place to sleep in. The
people I have ihcntionrd went around and
were able -to carry on for a long time
because of public subscriptions. Until pres-
sure was brought to bear upon the Govern-
ment it would not do anything to help to
feed those people.

Mr. Reynolds: What Government was
that?3

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: That was a
Na tionalist-Coun try Party Government.

Mr. M1ay: What happened to it?
Hon. J. t. SLEEMAN: That Govern-

went was elected in 1930 and the people
could not get it but quickly enough in 1933.
The same will happen to this Government
when its masters have a chance to say what
will happen. History will be repeated and
the -members of this Government will once
again be in the cold shades of opposition.

-4
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Member: You are optimi~stic.

Ron. J. B. SLEEMAN: I do not know
whether I am optimistic but there appears to
be one thing in favour of the present Gov-
ernment because it always seems to be
changing its name. Last time it was the
Liberal and Country and Democratic League.
This time it is the L.C.L. and the C.D.L. A
change of name this time will not hood-
wink the electors.

Mr. May: What does L.C.L. stand forl.
Mr.- Hegney: The same as £.S.D.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: During the first
world war the L.C.L. was known as the
Liberal Party and, when the member for
Leederville and a few other members of this
Chamber went through Europe and Gallipoli
to make the world safe for democracy, the
Liberal Party deciaed to change its name to
Win The War Party and carried on with
that name until the war was won. After the
member for Leederville and a few others
had won the war, the members of that Party
decided that they did not want that name
any longer so they changed it to "Nationalist
Party." After they found that that name
was not getting them anywhere they decid-
ed they would change it again, so they re-
verted to the "Liberal Party."

Hon. A. H. Panton: You are forgetting
the United Australia Party.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: This Govern-
mient has more aliases than any man in the
Fremantle gaol.

Mr. Marshall: Easily.

Hon. J. B. SLsEBMAN: It has changed
its name more often than its members have
changed their clothes, but the Party will not
get away with it at the next election. This
Party known as the L.C.L., which the mem-
ber for Beverley founded, will not do too
well when it goes to the people. It does
not sound very good. When we were trying
to 'win the war they changed it to "Win
The War Party." Then they changed it to
the Nationalist Party and now it is the
L. C.L., the C.D.L. and all the other "is?'1
I cannot imagine the primary producers be-
ingr hoodwintked into thinking that the
Liberal Party can represent them. There
is no love lost between them. The interests
of the farner and the Country Party are
niot with the Liberal Party and its sup-
porters- Their interests are as far apart as

the two poles and how they could get on
together I fail to see. I have a few notes
here on the merging of the two Parties.

Mr. Reynolds: What is this!

Mr. Marshall: Have you a photo. of the
fellow responsible for it?

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: These notes show
how they love one another. This extract is
headed, "Mr. J. L. Mann, the man who did
the merging."

Mr. Reynolds: The villain in the 1piecc.

Hon. J. B. SLEETMAN: This man should
be Premier of the State today. He resigned
from the Party which had been so good to
him. #4

Mr. Reynolds: Over 16 years.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: Who is making
this speech I' He resigned from his party
and decided be would form the L.C.L. party.
He coupled up the Liberal Party with it.
They all flocked in and joined it. I think
the Premier should have handed in his re-
signation to the Governor and told him to
send for the member for Beverley, the man
who formed this new party. Evidently, the
Premier was not ag-reeable to that so the
member for Beverley is still sitting in the
back benches instead of in the Premier's
seat. We will see how they love one an-
other. This is an extract from a newspaper
cutting referring to a speech by the 'Min-
ister for Railways against the Liberals. It
says--

Liberal Party Accused by State Mlinister.
Although within six or seven months of an elec-
tion, termed the most important in Australian
history, the Liberal Party was engaged in
fighting not the Labour Party, but the
Country Party.

The Minister is now in coalition with them
and working with them. Continuing-

Mr. Seward, who wa- giving reasons at a
public meeting in the &RS.L. Hall why the
Country and Democratic League should not
amnalgamate with the Liberal Party, said that
the proof of his statement was obtained fromn
an admission at the meeting that the Liberal
Party had 12 organisers in electorates at Pie-
sent held by Country Party members,...

Mr. Seward claimed that each organisation
should now be engaged in organising in elec-
torates represented by Labour instead of
giving their time repelling the attacks being
made by the other. If the Liberal Party Suc-
eceded in defeating all Country Party meat-
ber'i of Parliament, whicb of course they could
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not do, it would not benefit that party one jot
in Parliament. That could only be done by
defeating a Labour member.

Twelve organisers, fancy that! They are
supposed to he bed-fellows! They have
12 organisers working in the electorates
which they propose to contest in an eni-
deavour to beat the candidates of the
Country and Democratic League.

Mr. Reynolds: I thought they wanted to
increase production.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMIAN:- So that is what
the Minister for Railways had to say about
the Liberal Party. He said they were not
fighting the Labour Party but the Country
Party.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Do. you believe that?

H~n. J. B. SLEEMAN: Here is a beauty
from Dowerin. This is a letter addressed
to the Secretary of the Liberal Party of
Australia, Perth, which reads-

I wish to draw your attention to the at-
tached cutting taken from "The West Au.-
tralian"l under date of Wednesday, 27th
April, 1949. At the particular meeting re-
ferred to there was definitely only one mo-
tion submitted and that was a vote of thanks
to the speakers which was moved by Mr. Clem
Jones, alter be had been called by the chair-
Juan and requested to an so. It was seconded
by Mr. L. B. Smith and carried. A brief re-
port of the meeting is as follows:-

The first speaker was Mr. J. HI. Ackland,
who spoke for about an hour and made the
following points--

The pressing need of the C.D.L. for finance
pointing out that they considered they re-
quired 16,000 to conduct the Federal cam-
paign in this State. At present they did not
have this amount and were appealing to
farmers and other country residents to come
to their assistance with donations. In years
gone by the League bad received financial as-
sistance from several prominent city firms,but when they approached these firms today
they were told that substantial contribution
had been made to defeat the Commonwealth
Governiment Ranuk nationalization plans. As
only a small percentage of the funds bad so
far been used for that purpose, and as it now
appearcif that the defeat of the Labour Gov-
ernment would be the surest way of saving
the trading banks, they told the C.ThL. to ac-
cept the amalgamation proposals offered tbem
by the Liberal Party and so share these funds
for the purpose of their Federal Campaign.
He further stated that the delay of about two
months in 4the setting up of the State Ad-
visory Wheat Board was occasioned by the in-
terference of Mr. B. K. 'Watson in Ibe ap-
pointment of the flour millers' representa-
tive. The Minister bad decided to appoint
the chairman of the Millers' Association, who

is also manager of the York Flour Mill, to
this position. Mr. Watson had objected to
this position, Mr. Watson had objected to this
gentleman, and Mr. Ackland stated that Mr.
Watson was interested in the South Austra-
lian fim of Thomas & Company, and inferred
that Mr. Watson had one who was connected
with that firmn in view for the appointment.
He also mentioned that the Liberal Party
bad endeavoured by very unfair methods to
deprive the C.D.L. of the services of their
secretary. The Liberal Party had also started
a rumour around the city that an orgariser
who was a known communist had been em-
ployed by the C.D.L.

The next speaker was Mr. Leslie, who also
spoke for approximately one hour, and whose
address can very briefly be summiarized as
follows--

The need for transfer to Federal politics
owing to the fact that everything he had at-
tempted in State politics had been hamstrung
owing to the lack of finance, All finance was
in Canberra and it was therefore apparent
that to Canberra he must go. He warned the
gathering of the menace of socialism and that
this next Federal ' election could conceivably
be the last free election in Australia, He
mentioned the Commonwealth Wheat Stabi-
lisation plan and said that he objected to the
power of veto being held by the Minister of
Commerce. He had nevertheless vottd itt
favour of the proposal.

The next speaker was Mr. Phsase. Hlis ad-
dress may be summnarised as follows-hope-
less!

The meeting concluded with the vote of
thanks mentioned previously, alter one futile
question had been asked of Mr. Leslie and
one futile answer received.

You may use this in any way you think
:13t . .

Later at a meeting convened at Moora by
the Liberal Country League, Mr. Ackland
said this--

He said that last year, the President of the
Liberal Party, Mr. F. Downing, told the Pre-
mier and Deputy-Premier his party did not
like the legislation that was being introduced
and wanted Bills to be submitted to the exe,
cutive before being introduced in Farlin.
ment. Mr. Ackland added that the Deputy
Premier, Mr. Watts, had put 'Mr. Downino
in his place by telling him that legislatiot
was a matter for Cabinet.
So there we see. the member for Irwin-
Mfoore getting a dig at M1r. Downing by
saying that he was associated with Amal-
gamdated Collieries, and for that reason waE
not using the money that was provided foi
miners' amenities. The next extract I wisi
to quote refers to a meeting at Corrigin
which I think is in the electorate of thi
member for Beverley. They did not wan
any amalgamation, and this is what the
thought of it-
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C.D.L. Executive Supported.
At a meeting of the Corrigin Brar ii of the

Country and Democratic League tii after-
noon it was resolved to support the ixecutive
in its offer to co-operate with the Liberal
Party at all times but not to amslgi-uate.

The following is a report of a brotw1cast-

Some lively passages took plarkt when
several Country and Democratic Leag -c mem-
bers of Parliament attended a mec~ng con-
vened at Moors last night by the Liberal
Country League. The origin and ,-orstitu-
tion of the Liberal Country League w:ere ex-
plained by Mr. Gillespie and Mr. M:Is. Mr.
Gillespie also said Mr. Mann, M.b.A.. was ab-
sent because the Premier had asked Ilint Par-
liamentarians take no further part in the non.
Labour dispute. Mr. Aekland , M.L.A., for the
district, said he told the Premier at the joint
party meeting the day before that he and
ether C.D.L. members must continue to defend
their organisation against the Libcr:,lt

That is what he thought; defend tlhenselves
against these Liberals!

Mr. Ackland declared the two panlics had
worked harmoniously in Parliament andt Cabi-
net, but trouble had been caused hy the
Liberal Party executive trying to 'h1-minstc
the Government. He said that lnst n'ar the
President of the Libernl Party, Mr. t-'L Down-
ing, told tile Premier and Deputy Priu'ier his
party did not like the legislatida thit was
being introduced and wanted Bills tit be sub-
mitted to the executive before beig intro-
duced in Parliament. Mr. Ackland il],l4- that
the Deputy Premier, Mr. Watts, had put Mr.
Downing in his place by telling hi"', legisla-
tion was a matter for Cabinet.

The Minister for Railways (Mr. Seward),
Sir Charles Latham, M.ILC.tI and Ni r. Leslie,
M.L.A., were refused permission to -ddrcss
the meeting; hut they and others a, 1num-
erous questions. No motion was ww- cd and
no vote taken at the meeting.

I shall now rend -what our old friend, Arebie
Cameron, hasg to say. It is from a i.r' adeast
and is as. follows:-

A South Australian member of ti-- House
of Representatives and former lead.- of the
Country Party, Mr. Archie Camlero-. nttends
to visit Western Australia some timi 06N. year
to campaign for Country Party canr- :tc*s for-
Canning, Forrest and Moore.

In Canbterra yesterday Mr. Canwer,mr was
critical of the formation in. Wester - A'ustra-
lia of the Liberal and Country Ler.:_io. lu
said the statement that the new part as the
same as the set-np in South Austral'., n-as in-
correet and that the founders w "reat-
ing as big a mess as in Victoria." .. added
that Liberal Country League Gore'- -'nt in
South Australia had been there sWi.' 1933
and had a definite Federal and Stat- -tlicy.

This shows how these Parties love one an-
other. Apparently he thought the two Par-
ties in Western Australia were making just
as big a mess of things as the parties in
Victoria, We find that the Treasurer
budgeted to lose £104,000 on the State Elec-
tricity Commission. His loss was £250,000.
That did not show foresight. We now come
to the loss on the State Shipping Service.
The Treasurer estimated to lose £295,000;
actually, the loss was £413,000 last year, a
difference of £118,000. The reason why so
much was lost was because of the large
amount incurred for docking the "Koo-
linda.,"

I asked a question some time ago aSs to
whether the "Koolinda" was to be docked
in this State, and, if not, why not. The re-
ply I received was that the vessel could not
be docked here. The "Koolinda" should
never have been sent to Melbourne. Had the
work been done here much expense would
have been saved and the .money would have
been circulated in the State, while the vessel
would have been put in service much
quicker. The result of my inquiries was that
the only thing required to be done in order
to dock the "Koolinda" here was to have
the cradle strengthented and the purchas-
that is, the part that draws the ship upon
the slipway-altered. Why was that not done ?
For some time I was hopeful that that work
would he done, but the vessel was sent to
Melbourne where it was docked and repair-
ed at a cost of about £175,000. I hope it
will not be sent to Melbourne again for that
purpose.

I now come to another subject, the For-
gotten Man; I mean the man upon whom
the gates at Fremantle close. That man has
to make good when he comes out. If there
is one thing I am proud of, it is that since
I have been connected with this institution
I was able to alter the method by whbich
prisoners were transported from Perth to
Freman tle. When I *as elected 'to repre-
sent the Fremantle constituency I said I
would bring about an alteration in the sys-
tem. Up to that time the menr were marched
to the West Perth. station where they
caught the train which took them to Fre-
mantle. They had to cross the Freman tle
station where stickybeaks gazed upon them,
and then they were put in a cab and taken
to the Fremantle gaol. I moved in this
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House that a motor conveyance should he
procured and the prisoners given more hu-
mane treatment.

The Minister for Lands: When did you
move that motion

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: In 1925.
The Minister for Lands: You are going

back a long way.
Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: As a matter of

fact, the then Government was somewhat
slow in putting the scheme in operation. I
regret to say that one woman who was with
the policemen at West Perth jumped in
front of an oncoming train and was
chopped to pieces before the motor convey-
ance was, in service. Had it been in service
her life might have been spared. I have
here two articles dealing with the treatment
Df prisoners. I should like to say that I
know the person who wrote the articles.
Ele was sentenced to Fremantle for some
rears. He was unfortunate; he was not a
.rimina ' but he did something foolish. He
lever was nor ever would be a criminal.
rhis is what he says--

Can I face society after gaol? Immediate
roblem confronting every delinquent when

;be gaol gates close behind him and, technic-
tfly, he assumes the role of a free man is:
'Oan I face society again?"
In all probability he may have served from

me to three years, cut off from the outside
vorld. Now, to go into that outside world
10 has been furnished with one rough work
nit and the few pounds he has saved from
Lis gratuity while be has been in prison. If
Le has been in three years he will have ac-
umulated approximately £10. A fantastic
urn to begin a new life!I

I would like you to consider for a moment
Low few of us there are in this world who
ould start with a solitar change of clothing
.nd ten pounds in ourt cct n ei
ew life!
I maintain that if first offenders were given

roper help ald guidance, then this percent-
.ge (of convictions) would be considerably
educed. I advocate that it is better to re-
.orm then to punish. Gaol sentences must be
jiven with the object of giving a man time to
eform. There are occasions when a three-
reeks sojourn behind bars will do more good
han a three-years sentence.

I believe that suspended sentences under
ertain conditions are a greater deterrent to
urther criminal activities than long and
enseless terms of imprisonment. The time is
pportuale -for prison authorities to snap out
f their inertia and instead of placing the ac-
eat on punishment to become aware of the
eed for reform. If be is to understand self-
ighteoumness he must be helped. With our
elp he shall be able to face society.

This is the second article written by the
same person-

I Was Educated in Grime-in Gaol. -My
education in crime commenced the morning a
local jurist pressed upon me a five-year
scholarship to study at our Government's ex-
peume, in plain language five years' gaol. I
was also awarded free board and lodging dur-
ing the same period. I was lodged in the
long, cold dormitory of the inner college and
that I might be ready to begin my studies
with a sober mind, one of my masters slammed
an iron door behind me and left me to spend
the night in meditation. I meditated from
4.30 p.m. to 6.45 am.

By the end of the first month you are
amazed at the extraordinary development you
have shown in your abijity to purloin someone
else's ration of sugar. Maybe you are proud
of the fact that some days you are able to
appropriate two dinners from under a watch-
ful master 'a nose.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAIJ: You relieve the
mug of his issue of tobacco by some nefari-
ous practice.

The Minister for Lands: He was still
thieving in gaol, was he?

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: Yea. He was
never a thief, this man.

The Minister for Lands: Hie was a thief
there.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: He bad to bold
his own with the crowd that was with him,
otherwise he would have been in a very bad
way. I know members will laugh, but let
them not forget that some day some of
them may he there' themselves, and then
they will not laugh.

Mr. Marshall: There is every possibility.
Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: There have been

men in high positions who have gone there
and it little becomes members to make a
joke of this matter.

The Minister for Lands: That is not a
serious article. It is a lot of rot.

h3on. J. B. SLEEMAN: When I was
moving for motor vehicles to be used to
take these people to Fremantle the then
member for Mt. Margaret, tried to ridicule
me. He said, "You want cushions for the
prisoners. I do not know what you will
want next." I think it ill becomes members
to laugh at the unfortunate people who are
sent there. This article states-

. ..Itransferred my interest toNipper the
Tipper and his fgats of sleight-of-hand. My
introduction to this wily cove became appar-
ent the moment I 'discovered I had played 27
games of rummy1 won none and lost a dozen
ounces of tobacco. Naturally, it hurt my ego
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to realise I bad a thief for a mate. Whby, I
even had to resort to barbering his Peter to
regain my hard-earned stakes.

The Minister for Lands:' That is not very
edifying.

Ron. 3. B. SLEEMAN: Not for the
Minister. Will he promise to do something?

The Minister for Lands: You are reading
a lot of rubbish. It is only a joke. You
want to be serious.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: It is not rub-
bish; it is very serious.

The Minister for Lands: No.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: If the Minister
does not think so, I cannot make him.'

The Minister for Lands: You put up a
serious ease. That is comic opera. You
are endeavouring to submit a serious case
but you are giving us comic opera.

.Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: There is no comic
opera about it. It shows just what hap-
pens. The article continues-

Before I commenced my "education In
crime" the absence of a key from even the
simplest lock would entail my either finding
the key or not opening the lock.

Does the Minister understand that these
people arc taken to gaol and taught by the
folk that are there? They have nio idea
of being criminals but they are shown how
to do these things. They are shown how
to pick a lock.

The Minister for Lands: How did he get
there in the first placel'

Hon. 3. B. SLEEM,%AN: The writer con-
tinues-

Now I would merely hunt for a piece of
wire. I offer this as an example. Once, the
thought of opening the lock without the key
would not have entered my mind. Today the
idea exists. I have extra temptation because
keys have become a surplus commodity. Many
a youth also possesses that dangerous know-
ledge.
Thm'e are only a few of the points made
in these articles. and I trust that we will be
able to do something for these folk whom
I call "forgotten men." I would recom-
mend something after the style of the
Canadian taw. Here is a cutting- from a
magazine relating to what takes place in
that country. The item is beaded "No Slip-
pins." It reads as follows:-

H1ow good is a reformed man? Very good,
says Mr. Joseph Jean, Canada's Solicitor-
General. According to him, 97 per cent. of
prisoners released on parole do nut return to
crime.

Prisoners applying for parole knew they
were not entitled to special treatment, and
most of them recognised the sympathy being
shown them.

"We are susceptible to errors and that
happens in about three per cent, of the,
cases," he Baid in an address at Montreal.
''But on the whole the exercise of the Royal
prerogative of clemency . . . is an instru-
ment of mercy which 'renders inappreciable
services by reconciling certain individuals
with society.''

In Canada a good work is being done by
this parole system. The Act governing the
matter is entitled the Ticket of Leave Act.
I do not like the name very much, but the
provisions are very good. They provide
that-t

The Governor-General 'by an order in writ-
ing under the hand and seal of the Secretary
of State may grant to any convict, under sen-
tence of imprisonment in a penitentiary, gaol
or other publie or reformatory prisonI a
ficense to be at large in Canada, or in sucht
part thereof aa in such license shall be men-
tioned during such portion of his term of im-
prisonment, and upon such conditions in all
respects as to the Governor-General may seem
fit.

The Governor-General may from time to
time revoke or alter such license by a like
order in writing.

It is also provided that-
The conviction and sentence of any convict

to whom a license is granted under this Act
shall be deemed to continue in force while
such lietnse remains unforfeited and unre-
yoked, although execution thereof is sus.
pended; but, go long as such license con.
tinues in force and unrevoked or unforfeited
such convict shall not be liable to be im.
prisoned by reason of his sentence, but shall
he allowed to go and remain at large accord
ing to the terms of such license.

I claim that it is time we tried to do some.
thling for our prisoners. Theme are quitef
lot of people in gaol who have no right t(
be there. Their fault lay in getting caught
There are many outside a gaol who wouli
be inside if they had been caught. The les
we can do is to try to reform these people
to let them out, and do the best we can foi
them. I believe that 50 per cent, of thos,
in the Fremantle gaol could he allowed On
on parole tomorrow. According to thi
Canadian fgures, only three per cent. o:
those so released ever went back. I trus
the Government, even at this late hour, wil
make some inquiries and find out what emi
be done for those unfortunate people wh(
are made criminals only by being kept it
Fremantle.
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MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [9.6]: It
is not my intention to delay the Chamber
at any length, but I want to make some
comments on the General Estimates. I will
deal with the departmental Estimates as
they are presented, but I want to make
some observations of a non-parochial char-
acter which I think are of major import-
ance, particularly having regard for the
number of wails that will be heard from
now on. We have had some already. That
has been going on ever since I became a
member of this august institution. Each
member rises in turn and complains bit-
terly and criticises most severely the Gov-
ernment, no matter what its political ban-
ner might be, for its shortcomings in re-
gard to hospitals, road maintenance, the
care of bridges, transport, the state of the
railways and-public buildings and utilities
generally. Their remarks are full of bitter
criticism and they adopt the attitude of
aggrieved persons. No Government has been
able to gratify them or comply with the
many requests made by members not part
of the Cabinet.

Evidently there is some reason for this,
because no Government would willingly
disappoint members or run the risk of los,-
ing ministerial office because of a deliber-
ate desire to prevent progress. As a mat-
ter of fact, every Government would be
likely to pander to the electors with a view
to holding ministerial office. What is the
reason that Governments do not yield even
when' they know the requests made are
justifiedI The Minister for Railways knows
that requests made to him have been justi-
fied, as I knew before him and as my pre-
decessors knew before me. It has been
known that our railways were gradually
but surely deteriorating. We knew, too,
that our public buildings were deteriorat-
ing. We have known that they have been
far from modern institutions and that they
have been inefficient rather than efficient.
That applies particularly to our school
buildings, concerning the construction of
which I have complained on many occa-
sions.

The environment of schools in my elec-
torate and others far removed from
the city, where there are one or two modern
institutions, is by no means attractive. A
huge chunk of undressed jarrahl It always
reminds me of my experiences as a lad in
Malaya, where the Chinese smoked opium in

the opium dens. There is at present no
environment to charm the child and make
school attractive so as to give him a cul-
tural intellect. The iidings are dirty
and unattractive, with desks that are spot-
ted with ink. When the children sit on the
seats, it is doubtful whether they are safe.
That is the position today, with the excep-
tion of one or two of the new schools. The
same thing occurs in connection with our
hospitals, roads and railways. Few Treas-
urers in the past have boasted of budget-
ing for and experiencing a surplus of rev-
enue over expenditure, and those that have,
have done so only at the expense of the
State's assets. Had there ever been an
effort on the part of State Governments
to maintain those assets at a decent stan-
dard, we could never have shown a surplus.

In lookiqg at the Estimates, I find the
Trensurer is budgeting for a deficit this
year of £838,927. In other words, it is
just over three quarters of a million pounds
to the bad. We have to remember, too,
that our State assets are being neglected.
The fact* that we are going to the bad to
that extent in the forthcoming year does
not indicate an overtaking of our arrears
o? maintenance, but rather that we shall
still struiggle along at the end of the year
in a piecemeal fashion, as we have done
for scores of years past. We will probably
finish up even 'vore than is estimatect. For
how much longer are we going to endear-
our to hide from the public the exact posi-
tion of our finances? For how much longer
are we going to give a mere financial state-
ment of receipts and expqndituire-that is
all it is-anid it is not too accurate?
It gives the~public and the politician no
chance of knowing our 'rue financial posi-
tion. We are aware that at the end of the
year, according to these Estimates, wye shall
have another three quarters of a million
pounds funded to our Loan Account. That
is about what will happen.

Let us look at the figures. Those shown
on page 18 of the Estimates represent the
loans that Western Australia has mailk in
its history as a borrowing State. The total
runs into over £E100,000,000. Is that not a
grand spectacle? For the edification of the
taxpayers, we pay annually on that sum
£C4,176,741. But that is not all. On other
pages of the Estimates I find, in
order to hide the annual interest bill,
that under the heading "Loan Manage-
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ment Expenses," by the Westminster
Bank, London, £10,000 is spent, and
exchange on oversea interest, etc., repre-
sents £635,000. That approaches an-
other three quarters of a million
pounds, which means that we are paying
approximately five and a half million pounds
on borrowings. The figure has grown to
that extent, since I have been here, from
about £1,200,000, or £1,300,000. 1 point out
that on every convented loan there has been,
particularly during the war, a sincere and
successful endeavour to reduce interest. It
has been brought down. The 61/ per cent.
loans a now 4 per cent, and some are as
low as 37/ per cent. Notwithstanding the
endeavours of the Commonwealth and State
Governments to reduce their annual interest
hill, it still rises. The Commonwealth's lia-
bility is approximately £85,000,000 every
year, but we still go on borrowing. I amn
beginning to wonder exactly how long we
are going to carry on that policy.

Members little realise that if it were not
for these loans, no State Government, or
Commonwealth Government, could exist. Nor
could the people of Australia exist, wealthy
and all as the country may be, because In
a highly industrialised State it is not pos-
sible for the nation to continue to exist un-
less there is a fresh infusion of capital in
a given period of accountancy. We must
continually feed in or bring into 'circulation
fresh money. Once we cease to do that, the
nation becomes stagnant. I can give no
better illustration than what happened in
1930 and remained until 1985 or 1936. As
soon as Sir Otto Niemeyer and his Jewish
friend Guggenheim, and this ciher wretched
hypocrite called Professor Copland, ordained
the Premiers' Plan and reduced the pur-
chasing power of the people to the extent
they did, the whole nation stagnated. That
was because the purchasing power of the
people had been reduced. What is more,
and to give effect to the point I wish to
make, I add that they refused to allow the
Government to borrow. That is a most im-
portant point.

What Sir Otto Niemeyer and his colleagues
said was that they would refuse to give the
Government financial accommodation unless
it reduced its expenditure in order to bring
about budgetary equilibrium. We cannot
bring about Budget equilibrium by a reduc-
dion in the purchasing power of the people,

because immediately the purchasing power is
reduced we get what is called over-produc-
tion, but which is actually under consump-
tion, and industry stagnates, factories close
down, unemployment becomes rampant and
the position grows worse and worse until
there is a fresh infusion of money, through
borrowings. We actually live on borrow-
ings. We are told that we are to have a
deficit of £E838,927, but that simply misleads
the people.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Do you think we
willI

Mr. MARSHALL: The Premier is now
in the Eastern States, with his cap in his
hand, begging for a sum that he will not get.

The Acting Premier: I think he has bought
himself a bowler.

Mr. MARSHALL: He is trying to, get
Z4,000,000 or £5,000,000 to spend in Western
Australia on national and departmental
works. What will happen if he does not
succeed? I will leave it to the imagination
of the people. Let the Government cease
spending altogether, for a period of just
a few months, and see how quickly industry
stagnates, factories close down and unem-
ploymnent becomes rampant. I do not know
why members rise and castigate the Govern-
ment and Ministers and accuse them of lack
of interest, when actually the Government
simply has not the finance. Under our pre-
sent fiscal policy it is impossible to give
effect to all those things for which members
clamnour annually and which the electors
throughout the State are seeking.

The other evening we heard a great deal
about deceatralisation, but I am firmly of
the opinion that, in this age of mechanisa-
tion, it is in rare cases only that industry
can be far removed from capital cities or
seaport townii. It is obvious that in only
a few instances can we shift industry away
from seaports or the capital, as all the re-
quisites for conducting industry are found
in the cities. In this regard I think we
often clamour for something that is im-
practicable. The theory generally advanced
by members when speaking of decentralisa-
tion is that we should stop the drift of popu-
lation into the cities. If we give the ques-
tion a moment's thought we realise that
we must provide the same amenities
for people in country areas as are enjoyed
in the city-if not a little more. Make the
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country more attractive and give the people
there the same standards of education,
housing and recreation. If that is done
they will migrate to the country, but the
Government cannot do that as it has not
and never has had sufficient money.

Ever since I have been in this House I
have found the same thing happening; one
Ooldfields town goes' up and another goes
down and they shift buildings and other
requisites from the town that is declining
to that which is expanding. We have never
had sufficient money to mnodernise our build-
ings or other assets, but this Government is
no more blameworthy in that respect than
any other. Shame on all Governments of
this State that, in a wealthy country such
as this, we continue with our present
policy! Many of our schools should long
since have been closed down or razed to
the pround. One or two schools in my elec-
torate would never pass a severe test by a
health inspector. Their filthy condition
alone is sufficient to condemn them and,
had they been private institutions, I amn
sure some of them would already have been
condemned, yet under these conditions we
make-believe and persuade ourselves that
everything is all right.

I suggest that anything from £25,000,000
to £50,000,000 would be necessary immedi-
ately to modernise our State's assets and
bring them up-to-date, quite apart from any,

expenditure on new buildings, roads or in-
dustries. That is quite independent of the
money necessarily spent every year to carrg
on the business of the State. The Premier
will soon return from the Eastern States
with a paltry £4,000,000 or £C5,000,000,'
which will raise our interest bill by an-
other £200,000 or £300,000. And-so we carry
on under this vicious, putrid, silly and
obsolete system. I believe the day will
come when people will look back on the
present as the maddest age of all, when,
in a country possessing abundant wealth
of all kinds, we allow our people to exist
on.the present standards. In 1929 we pro-
,duced 53,000,000 bushels of wheat, but have
not produced that much since, again owing
to our rotten system. We could produce an
abundvnce of all kinds of wealth which,
if stated in terms of money, would reach
colossal figures, such as to allow our people
to enjoy health and prosperity.

How can we expect our people, under
the present state of affairs, to look to higher
cultural and spiritual things? How can
we expect them to do other than drink
and gamble and follow other sordid pur-
suits? To what have they to look forward?
They have only the drudgery of going daily
to work to earn some money with which to
buy food to give them strength to go to
work, and yet we wonder why they look
for nothing higher than to drink, gamble
and live a sordid type of fife. If we uti-
lised the wealth this country is capable of
producing we could give our people the in-
dependence and freedom that would fill
them with aspirations for higher things.
But no; we arc too poor in the midst of
great wealth. We pretend that we are pros-
perous, but that is only deceiving our-
selves.

The Leader of the Opposition, when
speaking to this debate, gave timely warn-
ing about the international situation. I
desire to make some brief references to it.
I cannot go very far with my leader, be-
cause I think I can see behind the scenes.
These international moves are part of a well-
thought-out plan; a plan that was con-
ceived years ago and has gradually but
surely taken effect as the planners could see
the opportunity to do it. Two world wars
and a depression were caused by the fiscal
policy of the universe. Those two wars were
trade wars--£.s'd. wars. The opportunity
has been taken during both of them to
bring into existence what is known as a
world federation or a world state.

I hope to God the people of the British
Empire at least will awaken and not fall
for that! The international Zionists, the
Jews, are trying to bring about world domi-
nation and endeavouring to enslave the rest
of the world. They are going mighty close
to it because they have used two world wars
for the purpose. Now we have another
move, snidely being fostered, and unfortun-
ately the people of Australia have not
awakened to it; that is, the dollar crisis.
The people of England have been obliged
to tighten their belts and now Mr. Chifley
is telling us to tighten ours also, because of
the dollar shortage. Why should we go
hungry because there are no dollars for us
in America? Who wants them anyhow?
If the Imperial Government would awaken
and make the sacrifice now and say, "We
are finished with the dollars. The British
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Empire is self-supporting." We could bring
about a state of affairs in this Australia
which would ensure the people being able
-to produce the goods and services necessary
and this Empire of ours could exist without
any dollars. But the international Jew Is
using this situation ultimately to bring into
existence a state of affairs which will en-
slave the rest of the world.

On many occasions I have expressed my
views without any compunction or hesitation
in regard to the propaganda used in the first
and second world wars. I well remember the
promises made in the first world war and I
have spoken on scores of occasions in re-
gard to them. The war to end wars! The
war to make the world safe for democracy;
a world to be made fit for heroes to live in;
hut no sooner was victory won than those
who fought in defence of this country, and
succeeded in returning alive, had to stalk
this country in search of employment while
their wives and children lived on the dole.
We see people today-and I have no objec-
tion to it, because I honour them-going
along to the monument at King's Park on
Anzac Day for the dawn service and wor-
shipping the memory of those who fell in
the firTst World War. But what has been
done for the livingI Nothing! They are for-
gotten. We had the samne propaganda in the
second World War. We bear nothing about
the Atlantic Charter; that has been com-
pletely dropped. We hear and see a lot
in the Press today about Mr. Winston
Churchill and the V sign and his cigar but
there is nothing about the Atlantic Charter
-not that I have much confidence in it any-
how. We hear nothing about the Four
Freedoms. As I have mentioned in this
Chamber before, there are Four Freedoms
in the Atlantic Charter. Those four free-
doms are given to the monkey in his cage
in the Zoo.

Mr. Graham: Freedom of worship!

Mr. MARSHALL: I do not know why
the monkey wants to get hold of the bars
of his cage and rattle them as though he
wants to get out. He has all the four free-
doms, as given us by the Atlantic Charter.
He has no fear of want, which is one of
them; hr has no fear of aggression, which
is another; he has no reason to fear that
his speech will he denied him-if anyone
can understand it-and he is not denied the

right to his own religion. They sre the
four freedoms and he has the lot. Yet, he
seems dissatisfied for some reason or other.

The one freedom that really counts was
not put in the Atlantic Charters and that
was the freedom of the individual to choose
or refuse as he liked. That was too much.
They had the freedom of religion, the free-
dom of speech, the freedom from fear and
the freedom from want. Rubbish, the lot
of it!

I now want to make some reference to
immigration. This brings me back to the
situation which was quite clear to me after
the first World War. Stanley A~t. Brace,
whom the Press depicts as Australia's noblest
son, and Sir Earle Page should he charged
with high treason against the welfare of the
people of Australia. It is a matter of*
opinion, and that is my opinion of those
two men and a lot of others as well. They
are not all anti-Labourites either. I
well remember Stanley M. Bruce, when
returning from England early af ter
the first World War, stopping at
Italy and having a long chat with Musso-
lini. Bruce returned to, Australia and eulo-
gised Mu1issolini's regime--spoke in the
highest and most glowing terms of it. Then
he brought in thousands of Italians as
migrants to this country. They were used
as strikebreakers immediately the returned
soldiers and others sought to better their
industrial conditions in Australia-and I
do not like the look of the situation today.
I have no objections to a migration policy
based upon solid grounds. Our country is
one that requires developing and it wants
goad willing workers only. If we can get
technicians or artisans, so much the better,
but they should he selected very carefully.
It would he advisable, for the 'welfare of
Australia, to know their political opinions
too.

I object to the immigration policy on more
grounds than one. I can see a glorious
opportunity for Stalin and his satellites to
send into Australia under false pretences
many of their followers. I take strong
exception to the introduction of either
Greeks or Jews into this country in any
great numbers. They are Suckers from the
time they reach here. The Jews, anyhow,
have never been known to produce anything
but debt. Of what good are people of that
sort to this country? City dwellers! Of
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what value will they be to Western Austra-
liaI Has anyone ever seen a Jew out har-
vesting? He does not perform that type of
work and does not produce anything except
debt.

One of the most scandalous things that
happened in this Stats was during this
war when Greeks and other foreign char-
acters camne here and, niggled their way
into businesses and gained a foothold, in-
stead of being conscripted into active ser-
vice. Therefore, I can see no value in this
immigration policy. I venture to suggest
that in the near future when the bankers
start on their policy of reducing loan ex-
penditure, as they will do, the same indi-
viduals will again be used as strikebreakers
when the downward trend of wages -will be
our experience. Those are two reasons for
my objection to the immigration policy.

I agree with the member for Boulder that
we have no right to persecute Australian-
born people, more particularly young mar-
ried couples. We can never expect Our own
fraternity to be satisfied and enter into
family life when it is utterly impossible
for them to live in decent housing condi-
tions. It is the height of impudence for
any Government to say that individuals
should be brought into this country and be
on a par with Australian-born citizens. I
take extremely strong exception to that.
Of course, we are told that it has to be
done from a defence point Of View. We
have fought two world wars to ensure peace
for all time and 'we arc preparing rapidly
for another one. Labour has now become as
enthusiastic as anti-Labour parties were
during previous wars. We now subscribe
to conscription and a standing army. There
is no difference in either of their policies.

Mr. Bovell: We will need it to combat
the communists.

'Mr. *MARSHALL: Yes, the communists
thrive on poverty, misery and degradation
and that should never be in this country.
Give people the living standards that this
country can afford and see how the com-
munists get on then. That applies
to the imzitgation policy, too. Make
this place attractive enough and people
will enter it of their own volition.
There will be no need to nominate migrants
and to pay their fares for themn. Give a
man economic security and make- him safe
from poverty and misery and the communists

will not survive 24 hours. The two world
wars have no distinction between them. Both
of them were trade wars. The Press admits
that now, To show how free we are from
fear I note that there is now in session a.
conference of British ,military heads.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise called attention to,
the state of the Committee.

Bells rung and a quorum formed.

Mr. MARSHALL: Every morning we see
in the Press headings such as these-

Military Head. Looking Over and Prepar-
ing for War.

The Implementation of the North Atlantic,
Treaty..

This is all given to us as being necessary
for defence, Of course, we are never ag-
gressive. It is always the other chap who,
is aggressive, strange as it may seem. Run-
ning parallel with those headings we find
these-

How Wheat Agreement May Break Down.
World Unemployment Hits a New Post-

War High.
Stalin's Reported "Price for World

Peace."
United States "Open to Attack."

Mr. Acheson Defends Aid in Arming
Europe.

There we have it! All paving the way to
the next world wart This is the outcome
of a vicious fiscal policy pursued by all
nations. These arc the methods -which were
used years ago and they will be used again
unless we awaken to the situation. It is
a remarkable thing that we have gone to
war with Germany twice. If members will
throw their minds back they will recollect
that prior to the first world 'war Germany
was a successful competitor against Eng-
land and the open markets of the world,
and her production was being sent to prac-
tically all countries. I well remember a
song that was very popular in those days.
It went this way-

Poor old England isn 't in the picture,
Everything is foreign you'll agree.
The table and the chiairs, the carpet on the

stairs
Are made in Germ any.

This goes to show the influence Germany
had 'as a competitor against England and
America, so they went to war against Ger-
many but not against France because she
was not a rival in world markets. I well
remember the statement President Wilson
made shortly before he died, that is, on the
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14 points he submitted as the terms for the
peace settlement of World War I. He was
lecturing to a very intelligent section of
the community and asked, "Who is it
that does not know that the root cause
of war is to be found in hot commer-
cial rivalry?" Of course it is, In World
War I Japan was on our side; she was
not then highly industrialised. After that
war, however, she did become industrialised
and became a serious competitor in world
markets.

By the time World War II broke out
Japan was successully competing in the
world markets and so we had to go to war
with her. We have not gone to war with
China, as she is nut industrialised. She will
probably become industrialised also. These
facts should he transparent to anyone. I
remember Williamn Morris Hughes during
World War I junking the declaration, "No
more will we trade with Germany." Of
course not! What a pity! Business people
will trade with anyone. They will buy in
the lowest and sell in the highest market;
they do not care in. r any flag. There is no
sentiment or patriutism in business. This
is evident from 'what is published in this
morning's issue ol "The West Australian."
I shall make two otuotations from it. The
first is-

Japanese newspahper editorials on the
fourth nnniversary of the surrender generally
commented on the rountry's favourable pro-
gress through Amer-ican aid and General
MacArthur's leade, ship. The economic paper
"Nihom Keizai,'' stating that business and
sentiment were two different things, warned
against the time " ut in the distant future,"2
when Japan and America would be competing
in the field of tradle and suggested that the
Japanese should noi become too dependent on
American goodwill.

The second quotat-,n is-
Seizures by Sort -t. Defiant Austrian De-

nunciation. The %istrian Minister for the
Interior (Herr Hfirner) yesterday accused
Russia of starting new large-scale dismant-
ling operations i i Russian-controiled. Aus-
trian factories, say-, a correspondent of the
London "'Dail.- Ti, !zraph"

In an outapol'-., attack Herr Helmer
warned that if th Russians continued to re-
move machinery frn'' these factories the Aus-
trian Government %t,,ld refuse to pay Russia
the £37,500,000 401 -ling compensation flxed
by the Foreign 2fi1JrLters' Conference in Paris
for former Germnnii is.,sets in Austria.,

Herr Helmer F,.ke at Wiener-'Neustafit,
which is in the Ru- tn zone, south of Vienna.
Several of the big,; st factories among the

2.78 Austrian concerns controlled by the Rus-
sians as "German assets'' are situated there,
Herr Rainmer said that the present dismant-
ling programme threatened to paralyse pro-
duction and create mass unemployment.

Why are the Russians removing these as-
sets~l Simply because it gives her an advan-
tage in the competition for export goods,
while at the same time denying Austria or
Germany the right to be a successful com-
petitor. We have the same the world over
and it is all due to the stupid policy that
we must export or perish. Could we nob
live if the rest of the world were sub-
merged tomorrow? Would we die of star-
vation? Of course not!

Mr. Graham: What about petrol sup,-
pliesI

Mr. MARSHALL: We had petrel before
the hon. member was born. We could do
without imports of petrol also, as we could
extract it from shale, wheat and other pro-
ducts. We would not have to worry about
producing it on a commercial basis, either.
That is my opinion of those matters. I am
particularly sorry that we will continue to
persevere with a monetary system which we
know has provoked wars and will continue
to do so. We do not need to export in order
to live. Under a sane commercial policy
every producer could be financed in Austra-
lia end could produce everything required
for Australia's needs. Anything produced
in excess of those needs could be exported
at any price to any country that wanted it.
But we do not adopt that sane attitude.
We say, " We must get our imports or we
will die of starvation," The stupidity of
such a theory! It is ridiculous! So we
carry on and fight each other for world
markets.

There was once a good market in Aus-
tralia, but we are almost self-contained
now. Other parts of the world opened their
markets to England, which thrived and
prospered on the trade. But those nations
have become self-contained. Japan has long
since been an industrialised. nation. China
is becoming one, and those markets will be
closed to America and England. What will
happen then?7 We shall have to go to war,
dismantle their factories and make them
return to primary production. If we carry
on with this stupid financial policy we shall
have no alternative. We should export for
the good of unfortunate people who need
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our commodities. We could supply the In-
donesians, notwithstanding their millions,
with what Australia is capable of produc-
ing were it not for this monetary system.
But no, we have to export in competition
with other countries. We are at each
others'- throats and the culmination will be
international conflict.

.I have been speaking on this subject for
years. I 'do not know whether members
will ever realise that Australia is a wealthy
country and that we should not be borrow-
ing, and thus increase our interest bill and
make our load the heavier. We talk of pos-
terity paying our debts, but it will be an
impossibility under this financial system.
We talk about increasing our population
and reducing taxation. Certainly, it' will
reduce taxation somewhat, but not our capi-
tal debt. We find that the United States,
with her 180,000,000 poop1;, is still crusbed
with debt. If we get a population of nil-
lions in Australia, we too shall be crushed
and made subservient to money, whereas
money should serve us. England, 'with her
45,000,000 people, is frustrated and almost
crippled because of her national debt and
huge interest bill.

WhaL profit will it be to have millions
of people in Australia if we are to have
poverty, degradation and misery? That will
be our portion in a short time if intert
national Sews get their way. - They are
trying to get it now; they can get states-
men to champion their cause. Many states-
men are in the envploy of the Jews, so to
speak; at all events they do their bidding.
I well remember what Lloyd George and
Churchill said after World War I and after
the Peace Treaty had been ratified by the
House, of Commons. At the first World
War Peace Conference? the International
Jews brushed,, the politicians aside and
formulated the reparations demand, as well
as the terms of peace. The politicians then
got those terms ratified by the House of
Comn~ons and afterwards wrote about what
had happened.

* A similar state of affairs arose in 1930
in Australia, when the Jews brushed the
Commonwealth and State Governments
aside. It w as their plan; the Premiers never
had a damn thing to do with it. Sir Otto
Niemeyer and his friend, Professor Copland,
at 'Canberra were the spokesmen. so far

as Australia was concerned. Professor Cop-
land was promoted, for his nefarious prac-
tices, to the position of ambassador to Japan,
and is now governor of a mythical university
supposed to -he at Canberra, advising Mr.
Chificy, and will probably advise his suc-
cessor, on fiscal policy. After the experi-
ence we had in 1930, God forbid that we
should take notice of him or any of his
creed. This is a wealthy country. To the
devil with these professors of economics!I

I propose now to conclude my observa-
tions on that matter. I will take the oppor-
tunity when we reach the departmental Esti-
mates to make some contribution to the dis-
cussion on transport, health and other mat-
ters. But I repeat that while we may put
off the day for a while, probably for some
years, inevitably the crash will come. It is
on the horizon and it is coming. Whether
we will have sufficient statesmanship-and
I cannot see signs of it anywhere in the
wold-to lead us through the crisis, I do
not know. But I 'will put my money on
the Jews for a year or two until there is
a world revolution against them.

The Jews are using Russia to further
their ends. They financed Lenin and Russia.
They used their influence to get Lenin from
Switzerland through two war areas, from
the west to the east, so as to start the revolu-
tion. Out of 40 odd heads in Russia, 34
are Jews. Stalin is married to a Jewess;
and there is a move to make us all sub-servient to the international Jews. While
we make money our master instead of ou
servant; while we pursue a policy of that
sort, enslavement is the only thing I can
see for us on the horizon.

[Mr. Perkins resumed th~e Ckair1

Xtr. RODOREIJA: I move--

That progress be reported.

Motion put and a division taken with the
following result:-

Ayes
Noes

18
20

Majority against . 2



1194 [ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Brady
Mr. Coverley
Mr. Grabas
Mr. Hawk.
Mr. Kelly
Mr. Marshall
Mr. May
Mr. )LeOulooh
Mr. Noedharn

Mr. Abbott
Mr. Ackland
Mr. novell
Mr.. OardelOliver
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Boner
Mr. Graydon
Mr. Hall
Mr. Hill
Mr. Leslie

ATE&
?Jr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Err.
Mr.
Mr.

NOES.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Nulsen
Oliver
Panton
Reoynold
Stlea.S
Styanta
Tonkin
Wise
Bodored

Mann
Murray
Nalder
Nimns
North
Seward
Thorm
Watts
Wild
Brand

Motion thus negatived.

MR, BRADY (Guuldford-Midlan(
I do not propose to deal with the
in a general way, because I think
trier and succeeding speakers did
satisfactorily. I want to be more par
cause I believe that the electorate I
has been neglected for a conside
by all Governments. There maly
circumstances to account for that,
tainly Guildford-Midland has been
so far as the provision of amen
should be enjoyed by every norme
ate is concerned. The district is
short of schools and hospitals,
people--the industrialists genei
very disappointed with price-fixin
ducted by the Government. Wate
reticulation of water throughout ft
ate have given considerable trouble.
every few weeks, as member for th
I receive letters from electors on th

The Minister for Lands; What
with it? Is there not enough pre

Mr. BRADY: The trouble isV
least four parts of the electorate
instances people cannot get water
and in other eases, where water
able, it is muddy; so much so that
women do the washing they find
clothes are brown instead of whit
able to convince the Under Sec
definitely recently that he irnmed
ranged to have certain reticulation
Third-avenue, Bassendean, rener
not only Third-avenue, Bassendean,
ing from poor water pressure
coloured water. The Bellevue dis
gether with other parts of Basse
experiencing water reticulation di
The people of Bushmead have no

all and settlers who are tryingr to make home
in that centre have to cait water for eon
siderable distances in the sum mer.

As the member for Guildford-Midland,I
feel that I should also draw the attentiox
of the Government to the state of the Swat

(Taller.) River, and particularly to the pollution tha
is taking place. I will deal with the ter
rible condition of the main roads in tb,
electorate and with the position of the rail
way set-up in the Midland area, particularl:
in the workshops and the loco. The eleetri
light and gas position in my electorate i
causing concern.

(Teller.) The Minister for Lands: Is there ga
thleret

Mr. BRADY: We have'no gas in Midland
d) [10.6]: but wood is almost unprocurable. When
Estimates is available it costs £2 10s. to £3 10s. a ton

th r- I doubt whether the basic wage allows, a
that quite much as that for fuel. The Governmen
rochial be- could give consideration to installig a Col
represent lie coal gas unit in Midland Junction. 2
-able time plant was set up there about two years ag,
have been and I believe it could be resuscitated t,

but cer- supply gas for the municipality of Mid
neglected land Junction and the surrounding areas
ties that The St. John Ambulance and the cost o

de elor running the centre are matters which I in
deiiey tend to deal with in detail because I be

and the hiere the people of Midland Junction, du
rally-are to inadequate hospitalisation, are being pn
g as con- ,to a great deal of expense in regard t,
rand the ambulance facilities which residents o

Ic elector- other suburbs do not have.
In fact, I shall comment on the State housinj

e district,
is matter, position at length later in my address.

feel that the position generally in my ekec
is Wrong torate is such that what with direct and in
ssure? direct taxation, and the few amenities th
bat in at~ people get, we have all the ingredients fo

in some a social upheaval. I emphasise that. Whei
through I made my maiden speech in the flous

is obtain- last year I referred to many of the diffi
when the culties these people were experiencing, nnw
that the I did it deliberately because I felt tha

e. I was while revenue was bruoyant the industrial
retary so ists wvere entitled to some consideration ii
lately ar- connection with amenities which, as I sa3
Ipipes in are very short in that area. I am fearfu

ted. But that with the decrease in the price of wbea
is suffer- and other primary products the Governmen
and dis- will say, "We agree with the member fo
strict, to- Guildford-Midland but we have not thi
ndean, is revenue." The Government is handling thi
lifficulties. revenue now and will do so for the next 11
water at months.
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Amenities such as schools, hospitals, main
roads and railway maintenance are long
overdue and immediate attention is required
for them so that the people there can do
justice to the economy of the State. It is
unreasonable to expect industrial peace and
contentment if the people know they are
not genting, what they are entitled to. I
cannot emphasise too much the necessity
for these amenities. I said I wvas going to
touch on the matter of gas and electricity.
T find in the Estimates that the Govern-
ment expects to make a loss on electricity
undertakings of about f66,800. In the mis-
cellaneous items, the expected loss on elec-
tricity is £6300,000. 1 believe too that the
local governing bodies in my area have been
given to understand that they are likely to
lose control of the revenue they derive from
electricity. In addition, as a consequence
of recent increased charges, the people are
paying as much as 50 per cent.' more than
previously for their electricity.

,Two business people reported to me last
week that they paid 50 per cent, more for
their electricity last month than in any pre-
vious month, despite the fect that it was
available for only portion of the time because
of the Collie coal strike. With the tre-
mendous increase in electricity consumptidn
I feel that the charges should be reduced
rather than increased. The time has come
when there will *have to be an inquiry,
either by a Select Committee or a Royal
Commission, into electricity matters so that
something may be done to improve electricity
services on the one hand and ;educe charges
to the people on the other. It is a business
axiom that when there is greater output
the charges are reduced hut we find in this
department that despite the fact that the
production of electricity has risen three,
five and even sixfold the charges are in-
creasing. That points to the fact that there
is very bad administration. The manage-
ment of the State Electricity Commission, as
far as I am concerned, will have to look to
its laurels if it is going to justify itself as a
State organisation.

The Minister for Lands: Do you think
the 40-hour week and such things make any
differenceQ

Mr. BRADY: Yes, but I also point out
that costs- hate come down by virtue of the
fact that electricity in itself has reduced
costs one hundredfold in many instances.

Where, years ago, people - used to handle
wood, today they pull a switch, and their
costs are reduced. Previously they had
boilers, stokers and firemen, hut now elec-
tricity is available for them. That should
help to reduce costs. If electricity charges
are not going to be reduced the Govern-
ment must approach the question from an-
other angle so that the same administrative
staff will handle double the production. We
are building a new power house at South
Fremantle, but I feel the time has arrived
when we should consider the construction
of another power house at the other end
of the mietropolitan area, namely, Midland
Junction, or somewhere in that vicinity.
All the heavy industries being established
today are in that area. I can quote the
superphosphate works, Hadfields, butter
factories, brickyards and railways, to men-
tion a few. I could name them all, but
I would only be taking up the time of the
Committee.

During the recent electricity failure, the
power house could, not supply sufficient
power for the workshops, so a number of
men were stood down. If there was a
power house at Midland Junction, running
on diesel oil, the industries in that district
could carry on while those in other sections
of the metropolitan area wauld be closed
down. I mention oil because I feel we
should have, the two types of fuel. I do
not believe for one moment that we should
he entirly dependent on 'Collie coal for
our electricity production. The primary
producing sections around Midland Junc-
tion and the surrounding areas, including
Toodyay, New flarling Range, Middle Swan
and Swan areas, are now asking for elec-
tricity in large quantities. They should be
encouraged in their demands. We should
make electricity available to them so as
to reduce their costs of-production and, at
the Same time, make household amenities
available to them.

We should now be considering the erection
of a power house at the other end of the
metropolitan area, in order to have an emer-
gency supply of electricity to meet the needs
of heavy industry, secondary industry and
even primary industry, in case of breakdown
at East Perth or the new South Fremantle
plant. In years to come there will be great
advocacy for the eletrification of our' rail-
ways, and they could not be better electrified
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than from a power supply at Midland Junc-
tion. Recently I received a letter from the
Morrison road area, complaining of the
electricity supply there. I forwarded it to
the member for Middle Swan, in the hope
that something might be done about it.

If we had our own power station at Mid-
land Junction -we would be independent of
South Fremantle and East Perth, and could
help to ease the tremendous strain that must
inevitably be placed on the new power house.
It was mentioned the other night that there
is every possibility of producing both in-
dustrial and domestic gas from Collie coal
in this State. I understand that £2,000 was
put aside by the previous Minister for In-
dustrial Development, Ron. A. R. G. Hawke,
for the erection of a plant at Midland Junc-
tion Workshops about three years ago. I
am told that the plant finally cost about
£1,700, and I saw at the railway workshops
a demonstration, during which a kettle of
water was boiled on a stove in a few minutes,
in the presence of a number of prominent
citizens, including the manager of the Gerald-
ton gasworks, and others. I feel that the
Government could well look into this matter
and get Mr. Fox-

The CHAIRMAN: The mdmber for Guild-
ford-Midland is not in order, 'when speaking'
to this Vote, in dealing with other matters
referred to on the notice paper.

Mr. BRADY: I fedl that the great scarcity
of firewood and the high cost of electricity,
together with the possibilities opened up by
Mr. Fox's process, justify the installation
of his plant at Midland Junction. However,
I leave it at that. I come now to the ques-
tion of main roads, and point out the ter-
rible toll that our heavy traffic is at present
taking throughout the State, particularly in
the Guildford-Midland electorate. During
the last week I traversed on foot many of
the roads in my electorate. From East Guild-
ford to Bellevue the roads are perishing, the
bitumen is coming away and potholes are
developing. The gravel is oozing out of the
potholes in the road. All that is brought
about by the huge loads that are being
carted. Some trucks are carrying as much
as 15 or 20 tons of wheat on roads that
were never built for heavy haulage of that
description. In addition to the wheat, the
trucks on the outward journey are carting
super. in large amounts and, as well as that,
we have huge logs being hauled down from

the hills. All this is taking great toll of
the roads. Apart from the damage being
done to the roads, there is a definite source
of danger to the normal traffic of our high-
ways.

When our Main roads were built and were
taken over by the Main Roads Board it was
never envisaged that there would be huge
trucks, of such great width, hauling such
tremendous loads. It is nothing unusual
to see four or five of these enormous vehicles,
one behipd the other, in caravan fashion,
They mnake efforts to pass slow-moving
cyclists or vehicles and cut across the centre
of the road: constituting a menace to traffic
travelling in the opposite direction. I feel
bound to mention this matter, not only be-
cause of the toll that is being taken of the
roads but also because of the number of
accidents that are occurring.

There have recently been several road
deaths in the Midland Junction area. Espe-
cially on -winter evenings, when the light is
hid, the danger is great and,*with the ex-
tremely heavy traffic between 4 p.m. and 6
p.m., there is every possibility of the death
and accident rate increasing. I would im-
press on the Minister for Works that the
time is overdue when that department should
be instructed to -widen the road from Guild-
ford to the Midland Post Office, and prefer-
ably also to Bellevue and to tHe Toodysy
road. All those roads converge at the Mid-
land Junction Town Hall and the traffic
traverses the main road from there to the
East Guildford crossing-

The Minister for Works: Are you sure
you are not exaggerating

Mr. BRADY: I am not exaggerating. The
daily papers of the last fortnight or so re-
port a youth killed, on a motor cycle, and
last year a man was killed in front of the
hotel at Wept Midland. The records of the
past three or four years show that there
have been five or six deaths along that main
road. They may not have been directly
attributable to heavy traffic, but to the traffic
on the roads that were not built for the
number and class of vehicles at present
using them. There are on the roads now
25 or 30 per cent. of vehicles wider than
they were five years ago.

The Minister for Works: What applies
to Midland Junction and Guildford appliea
all over the State.
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Mr. BRADY: That might be so, but I
want this to sink in. All the traffic, coming
from the Geraldton road, the Toodyay road,
the Chitteriag road, the Northam road and
from the' hills converges at Midland Junction
and goes from the Town Hall to East Guild-
ford before it diverges again. That small
road, for one and a half or two miles,
carries all that traffic.

The Minister for Lands: The death you
have mentioned did not occur in that a-rea.

Mr. BRADY: It was near the Guildford
Grammar School.

The Minister for Lands: It was not an
unusual type of. accident.

Mr. BRADY: Does the 'Minister think
that road does not require 'widening?

The Minister for Lands: I admit that it
does-the wider the bettor.

Mr. BRADY: I think these interjections
are helpful, as I am confident I can prove
may ease. I have 'no objection to any intei-
jection from any Minister.

Mr. Hegney: Not as long as they are
intelligent.

The MNinister for Lands: He should he
the judge of that.

M1r. BRADY: I want to touch on another
point which affects the Midland municipal-
ity. Early this year I had occasion to go
out and inspect a road known as Jamieson-
road, which carries all the traffic taking the
stocfk to the abattoirs. At one end of the
road is a bridge which is in very bad repair.
I say definitely that the Main Roads Depart-
ment should assume responsibility for both
that road leading into the abattoirs, along
Jamieson-road, and the bridge. Stock arc
being carted over this road for six days a
week. The people carrying out this work
are the only ones 'who use it and I feel that
it is the responsibility of the Government,
through the Main Roads Department, to take
over that road, and also to widen it as well-
The Government should also be responsible
for the condition of the bridge which car-
ries the heavy traffic from all roads in the
State, because they converge on the abat-
toirs for the unloading of stock.

The M1inister for Works: You say that
should be the legal responsibility of the
-Main Roads Department. Would you say
why?

119
Mr. BRADY: Yes, because traffic is com-

ing from all parts of the Stat. and using
the road. That is helping to break it up.

The Minister for Works: Do they not use
all other roads as well?

Ar. BRADY: Ye;, but they all converge
on this particular road because stock is be-
ing tAen to the abattoirs, or being taken
from it, as the ease may be. These vehicles
arc not coming in in twos and threes but in
hundreds every week. It is definitely unfair
to expect the Midland Municipal Council
to be saddled with the responsibility because
that authority has a limited revenue from
its electors. The road is used by people
hauling from all over the State.

The 'Minister for Works: That converging
habit you speak of is common to nearly all
roads.

Mr. BRADY: I am glad the -Minister
said "nearly" because there are very few
roads where that happens. I understand that
years ago the Main Roads Department pro-
vided a grant for widening the aubway at
Mount Lawley, and one of the other sub-
ways in the metropolitan area. 'Midland
Junction, I should say, would have better
grounds for such a grant.

The Minister for Works: You are not sure
that they were made.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. BRADY: I do know that one grant
at leagt was made in the metropolitan area,
but the road into the abattoirs; is used
much more than any of these thoroughfares.
Therefore I am putting up my ease in all
earnestness in the hope that the Government
will assume some responsibility.

Now I come to the matter of transpo-rt
in that area. I believe that if the Minister
for Transport would give the matter some
consideration he would find that there is
roomn for improvement in the Midland Junc-
tion and flassendean areas. Onr the one hand
I find that the railway busses are running
along the main roads from Darlington and
Mundaring through to the city. I under-
stand that they are under instructions that
they are not to pick up passengers once
they get to the foothills. That position
could be reviewed. These busses should be
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permitted to pick tip passengers and in some
eases they could be slightly diverted to help
the People in the outlying parts of the
town.

I want particularly to refer to the dis-
abilities of the people in Walter-road and
Government-road, Bassendean, who claim
thait the present services of the transport
companies are unsatisfactory. I believe that
the people arc charged lid, for a single
fare, whereas they arc able to get a return
fare on the railways for the same price.
Because the transport companies are charg-
ing such a rate, they should be able to give
adequate services and the people are con-
vinced that these services could be improved.
If the Mlinister for Transport would look
into the matter he could emphasise the fact
that the Transport Board should see that
these companies are doing their job along
the routes for which they have licenses.
Alternatively, if they are not doing the job
as they should, the Government should com-
pete with them and pick up passengers. If
that were done the people who are trying
to open up the outskirts of these towns, such
as Midland junction, Bassendean and Bays-
water, would be given adequate transport
facilities.

Too much cannot be said about hospitalisa-
tion. I was pleased to hear the member
for Sussex congratulate th Government to-
night on the granting of £9,500 for ex-
tensions to the Margaret River hospital. I
only wish that I could say the same thing
and congratulate the Govtrnment on spend-
ing £1,000 on any hospital in my district,
either Government or private. 'In the early
part of this year I was able to Induce the
Government to inspect a building which> I
considered to be suitable for an adequate and
up-to-date maternity hospital. For some
reason or other the Government tamned down
that proposal. I understand it was adversely
reported upon by the Hospital Committee,
but I am convinced that that particular
building in North Bassendean would make
a modern maternity hospital and be at
least as goad as any in the city, with tin
exception of the King Edward Memorial
Hospital in Subiaco. Therefore, I cannot
congratulate the Government on its activi-
ties in regard to hoapitalisation in Midland
junction.

As the member for Fremantle said earlier,
20 hospitals have been closed down during
the last five years. Two of those hospitals
will be found in the Guildford-Mfidland ee-
turate-I think one at Guildford, if not two.
So, our hospitalisation is in a shocking state.
It is so bad that it increases the cost to
People who are unfortunate enough to have
sick relatives in Perth Hospitals. There are
two private hospitals in Midland Junction-
St. Andrew's and the Beaufort-and they are
both endeavouring to do a major job in spite
of all their difficulties. These hospitals are
trying to cope with general eases and emer-
gency and maternity cases. If one were to
assume that 50 beds werp the maximum
number available, one would probably not
be exaggerating. Therefore the Govern-
ment should get on with the job of building
a hospital in the Guildford-Midland elec-
torate. A hospital in that area is an urgent
need and the erection of a maternity hos-
pital is of first importance. Even though
the Government may decide to build a
maternity hospital, or take over an existing
building, it should also press on with the
building of a general hospital.

it is unfair to expect that the people of
Midland Junction and its surrounding dis-
tricts should have to attend the Royal Perth
Hospital. They are compelled to pay their
fares both ways, to say nothing of the time
they lose, whilst other people around the
city can take a penny or twopenny, tram
ride. It is most inconvient to people in the
Midland-Guildford area and the Govern-
ment is not facing up to its responsibility
in regard to the hospital services in that
area.

I em sorry the Minister for Education is
not in the Chamber at the moment because
there are two vital and urgent matters affect-
ing school facilities in the Midland Junc-
tion area. We have an entirely new town-
ship which is called Alidvale and is without
any semblance of a school at all. That new
township has no educational facilities but
there are 110 families accommodated with an
average of about three children to each house.
That is in keeping with the policy of the
State Housing Commission, and I give that
department the ereitit that is due because
it is ensuring that the hulk of the houses in
Midvale are allotted to families with young
children. This township of Midvale is on
the outskirts of Midland Junction but it
has no educational facilities at aDl.



[16 Auous', 1949.: 1199

Whilst I have been making overtures,
dung with the Regional Education Commit-
,ee in the district, for an infants' school, we
ire now faced with the position that we will
iced more than an infants' school. It will be
lecessary to have a full size school to cope
with the difficulties of education at Midvale.
I am pleased the Minister for Education has
3oW re-entered the Chamber because he will
)e interested in the story I am relating
which is not for his benefit alone, but for
;he benefit of all Government members.
Whilst it was expected that an infants
wehool would alleviate the position at Mid-
,ale, we now have an additional 110 families,
with approximately 300 children, and it is
!ound that an infants' school will not be
idequate to meet the needs of the district.

Almost alongside Midvale another town-
hbip is being established to accommodate
iew Australians or, as they were previously
tnown, liPs. I understand that in this new
irca there are no educational facilities for
he children of these migrants. So in the
torthern part of Midland Junction, in the
icinity of Hamersicy-street, we will need a

bemporUary school to eater for those addi-
jonal children. The infants' school which
3as now been established at Morrison road,
will deal with the overflow only. There are
ibout four halls in Midland Junction now
housing the children, and the new infants?
ichool in Morrison-road will only just cope
with the children in the halls. No allowance
has been made for the 400 children who will
be residing in iMidvale nor has any allow-
%nee has been made for the new Australian
children who will cotne from the, area in
that vicinity.

The Minister for Lands: Where will they
je situated?-

Mr. BRADY: The pegs are in and the
)uilders hive arrived and they will be
,oused in the area near Margaret-street; or
;o put it more clearly, in the vicinity of the
le-licensed hotel in Spring Park road.
rherefore, we ore to have a tremendous
problem in the Guildford-Midland electorate,
particularly in Midland Junction with the
children of the new Australians entering the
district and the new Midvale area. The Re-
gional Committee asked mae to attend a
special meeting last Thursday evening and
it is anxious to have something done almost
immediately. The school at Midland JTunc-

ion is overcrowded. At the moment there

are childreg being turned away and we can-
not have the children of new Australians
running around the streets, because that
would have a bad influence on them. I want
to bring all the emphasis I can to bear on
the subject.

Something must be done for these new
Australians and the people already housed
at Midvale, in respect to their educational
requirements. A similar problem will exist
at Bassendean opposite the Cresco Super-
phosphate Works where I understand a
number of temporary homes are to be built
for new Australians. in addition, many of
the children are catching buses from that
area opposite the works. There is quite a
problem to be faced.there, because the Has-
sendean school classes have already reached
their limit. When the new Australians are
housed at Basendean, the great problem of
another new school to eater for the children
in that area will have to be faced. As the
main workshop of the Railway Department
is situated in my electorate, I feel that the
welfare of railway workers should be my
concern. During the Budget speech the Pre-
mier was depressed in remarking on the
falling off of the railway revenue. These are
his views on the railway pysiion-

On the basis of current charges, the rail-
ways could not expect current earnings to ex-
ceed £5 4 million. This is £1,600,000 less
than the estimated current general expendi-
ture, excluding interest charges, current ex-
penditure on rehabilitation, deferred maipten-
once, and the like. Bringing interest and'%ther
items to account, the actual deficiency on
operations is of the order of £3,300,000.
So our railways are threatened with the pos-
sibility of losing that amount following
almost immediately on the recommendations
of the Railway Royal Commission, which sat
in this State for a considerable period. The
Royal Commissioners estimated that about
£30,000,000 would be required to rehabilitate
the railway system, which approximates the
capital expenditure on the railways. The
railways are in a desperate position. It is
therefore felt that all the powers possible
should lie brought to bear on their rehabili-
tation. Tonight we had the Minister for
Railways telling us that in the past 12
mohths there were no fewer than 173 trades-
men who had left the Railway Workshops.
Of that number 144 left for reasons of
which the department was not too sure, but
it understood that they left for better posi-
tions or improved working conditions.
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I feel that the Railway Depatiment has
to look to its laurels in administration and
maintenance if it is to get anywhere with
its system. The Royal Commissioners said
that there should be improved amenities,
improved relations between employers and
employees, and improved health conditions.
A number of other things should be im-
proved to assist the workers and to establish
that harmony which is desirable in a railway
undertaking. I know that the lighting con-
ditions in the marshalling yards are such
that the average shunter going to work at
night wonders whether he *ill arrive home
safe and sound the next morning.

The Minister for Lands: How long have
they been like that?

Mr. BRADY: As long as I can remember.
I know a young chap in the railways and
on seeing him the other day I said to him,
"You are not on the shunting now. What
is the reason?" He replied, "To tell you
the truth, Mr. Brady, I have got the breeze
up all the time I am shunting." That was
a lad who had been employed on shunting
works before he joined up with the Forces,
and he knew how to shunt. Many men last
year were carried home nearly dead through
numerous accidents. The whole of the light-
ing- arrangements and the amenities in the
Midland Junction yards could be improved.
The wash-house, the change-room, and the
canteen are all a disgrace. Generally speak-
ing, nothing seems to have been done to im-
prove the position. The railway station
should be pulled down and scrapped.

The Midland Junction railway station was
constructed about 1895, and the time has
certainly arrived when it should be modern-
ised from start to finish. Ten years ago,
when I was a member of the Midland Junc-
tion Municipal Council, we advocated that
the roof over the main portion of the station
platform should be extended so that people
boarding the Trans. train would be protected
from the weather. Even today, people catch-
ing a train there for Kalgoorlie, Albany
and other distant parts have to stand in
the rain until they can secure accommodation
in a coach. As the member for Guildford-
Midland, I claim that the railway station
should be pulled down or completely modern-
ised. The whole of the amenities affecting
the railwaymen. there should be vastly in-
proved. I say that in all seriousness be-
cause, just as men are leaving work there

to take on other jobs where they can enjoy
better conditions and amenities, so will the
employees from the loco. branch and run-
ning sheds leave the service unless some-
thing is done to ameliorate their conditions.

The matter is in the hands of the Govern-
ment. If it wants the railways maintained
and production encouraged, it must see that
conditions and amenities are attnded to for
the railwaymen, otherwise they will leave
and take jobs with private enterprise where
they will be accorded decent treatment. In
addition to those sections I have mentioned,
there are other parts of the railway system
that might well be improved. I was sorry to
see that the department had pulled up the
approaches to the West Midland railway
station where for over 40 years people have
been able to enter and leave the station at
a convenient spot, but now have to go up
and down the ramp that has been provided
for them.

The Minister for Lands: And they have
to show their tickets, too.

Mr. BRADY: Yes. That was not caused
by the 40-hour week but by a little man
armed with a little brief authority, who
took it upon himself one morning to ask
some r-ailwaymen to show their tickets. A
man named Braqy, who is not a relative of
mine, told the little man with his little bit
of authority where he got off. The little
man thought he would spite all the em-
ployees, and he saw to it that their approach
to the station was cut off. The effect of that
is that the Railway Department is now los-
ing revenue to a private transport concern
whose 'busses pull up 150 yards or so
further along, and the passengers board
them there and pay a few pence extra. That
revenue is now lost to the railways. It
would be interesting to cheek the revenue at
the West Midland station befor6 the ramp
was put in and subsequent to that move.

The Minister for Lands: The station-
master there is a very efficient mant.

Mr. BRADY: I admit that. But there
are men in the Railway Department who do
not realise that they have to cater for the
requirements of the public. #

The Minister for Railways: But surely
you could not allow men to walk over an
unprotected railway crossing like that.

Mr. BRADY: It is being done at ten or
more other stations.
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The Minister for Railways: That is no
reason why it should be permitted at West
Midland.

Mr. BRADY: No-one takes any notice of
them at the other stations. If the Minister
were, to try to stop the practice there his
position would be made so warm for him that
he would be glad to get out of it. The ironi-
cal part of the position at West Midland is.
that the men there were treated like so many
fools whereas the residents who patronise
the other stations I referred to are allowed
to do as they like-so much so that a woman
was killed at Belmont a few years ago.

The Minister for Railways: And yet you
blame us for stopping the practice at West
Midland.

Mr. BRADY: People are killed on roads
and footpaths.

The Minister for Railways. That is no
argument..

Mr. BRADY: The position is not satis-
factory at West Midland since the ramp was
put in.

The Minister for Lands: You biave not
told the whole story, and I know it, Let mec
tell you-

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The Minister
will have an opportunity to explain the
position later.

The Minister for Lands: Very -well.

Mr. BRADY: I could go on for a long.
time dealing with matters affecting the rail-
ways. I shall not, however, proceed any fur-
ther along those lines but will direct the at-
tention of the Committee to another govern-
mental activity-the State Housing Com-
mission. There is something definitely 'wrong
with it, Last year the estimated expenditure
on one section of the Commission's work
was £67,000 and the actual expenditure was
£77,000. This year, it is estimated that £05,-
000 will he spent on the administration of
the section. I am disappointed to some ex-
tent with the results secured by the Commis-
sion since the removal of* the offices to the
present premises in Plain-street. When the
Commission had its offices in the Treasury
buildings, I was very sympathetic because
I realised *the difficulties under which the
staff had to work. I thought that when the
officers were located in the new buildings
they would be able to do a better job re-
garding the prhvision of houses for the
people. On the contrary, I find the position

has deteriorated considerably. To such an
extent is this so that it is estimated that
21,000 people are wanting houses as against
12,000 a year ago. I hope the Minister in
control of this governmental activity will
bear in mind the remarks I am making.

I notice that -the site picked for the erec..
tion of houses in the Bassendean area was
so swampy that the foundations could niot
be put down until the area was drained.
That means that immediately people occupy
the houses there they will be confronted
with a drainage problem, One 'would have
thought that 'with the experience the officers
gained there they would look twice before
embarking upon a similar project in an area
where the conditions were much the same.
On the contrary, we find that the Commis-
sion is opening up an area known as Mid-
vale, adjacent to Midland Junction, In the
issue of the "Daily News" of Friday, the
12th August, an article was published under
the caption "They Christen Their New Sub-
urb 'Mudvale' ". The paper published a
photograph of a child in one of the back-
yards sailing a yacht in the water,

That is -typical of what applies in five or
six of the backyards in the new Midvale
area, Now the Commission has gone across
the road a quarter of a mile and is erecting
a 1st of houses in exactly the seine condi-
tions. What have the workers in the Guild-
ford-Midland area done to deserve such
treatment? I can see no reason why the au-
thorities could not have bought bldcks in the
elevated part of the district.

The Minister for Lands: Where are the
elevated partsI

Mr. BRADY: Right alongside the area
where blocks were purchased in Bassendean.
The Commission could haive bought land
there rod ereated the houses under far bet-
ter conditions.

The Minister for Lands: I thoughit you
were talking about Midvale.

Mr. BRADY: No. We know the position
at Midvale. In the Minister's own area,
where I have advocated that the Govern-
ment should build a hospital, there is land
well drained. A new housing suburb could
be started there or at Greenmount. If the
Government chooses to build houses in
swamps it should not pass the responsi-
bility for draining on to the local govern-
ing bodies, who have their own difficulties.
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Let the Government put in a drainage sys-
tern at the time it opens up an area for
housing purposes. I am aware that the Gov-
ernment has given the Midland Junction
Council about £.3,000 recently to meet an
estimated expenditure of £8,000. That is
totally inadequate.

I do not think the Government is giving
anything in connection with the new area
at North M1idland. I protest, with all the
emphasis I can, against the Government's
placing houses in swampy areas, especially
workers' homes. Nor am I satisfied with
the class of house the Government is erect-
ing. For the life of me, I cannot see why
the thousands and millions of bricks which
are being carted to Inglewood and ML Law-
Joy to build houses should not be taken a
quarter or half a mile to Midvale for the
purpose of erecting houses there.

The Minister for Lands: The Govern-
ment is building the healthiest type of house
there that it is possible to build.

Mr. BRADY: In a few years' time, un-
less considerable maintenance is done to
the houses at Midvale, we shall be eneourag-
ing a slu~m area. I am greatly disappointed,
because the workers will not be able to
maintain the houses out of their wages.
Some poor devils are already thinking about
leaving the district because they cannot
afford to pay the rents. It might be an ex-
cellent thing for the Government to have
itself represented at the next basic wage
inquiry. It could suggest that the average
rental be increased from 22s. to 36s., which
is the average rent paid at Midvale, and
that a ertain amount be provided to meet
that rent.

I am quite certain with the trend of
things today that* the baskc wage worker
will never be able to maintain his house in
the way it should be maintained. That is
'why I said that there are all the ingredients
in my electorate for a social upheaval and
social discord. I do not blame the workers;
in fact, I would encourage them in some
respects to protest. They are taxed directly
and indirectly and by way of protest can
only refuse to work. With all the emphasis
at my command I say to the Government,
"You must bring about a better class of
houses; you must provide better amenities,
and you must get out of the habit of select-
ing the worst areas for workers' homes.''
The workers in my district are employed at

the railway workshops and by local people
and are just as much entitled to the best
type of house as are the people at Mt. Law'
ley, Inglewood and other suburbs.

Reference was made by the member for
Fremantle to the Forgotten Man. I wish
to refer to other forgotten people, the first
Australians, commonly called the Abo. We
have aborigines at Midland Junction, Guild-
ford and Bassendea 'n. These poor devils
are housed in huts in which the average
person would not put his horse or dog. Last
week, while I was investigating the housing
problem, I was looking for a family with
three young children living in two perished
tents. Before I reached them, I approached
two places which I thought adequately do.
scribed the living conditions of the families
for whom I was looking. I found abori-
gines living in those tents under the most
shocking conditions. I asked the women
where their husbands were working and
they replied, "IAt establishments in Perth.''
They were doing work also done by Aus-
tralian workers, were receiving union wages
and in my opinion were entitled to decent
housing conditions. Their children were in
State homes and their maintenance was
being paid for by them. These aborigines
are entitled to protection and the State
Housing Commission should consider giv-
ing a small percentage of homes to them.
Some of the children I saw were wearing
college uniforms.

Member: These men also pay income tax

Mr. BRADY: Yes. I was at a show re-
cently and saw several aboriginal children
wearing college uniforms. It is not righi
for us to educate these people along our onr
lines and then ask them to put up with thE
housing conditions I have described. Theii
sanitary conveniences are shocking, sc
much so that I wrote to the departmenl
drawing attention to the matter. I have
here a cutting from "The West Austra.
lian " of the 13th August, in which it ii
stated-

A lack of sanitary arrangements tot
natives living iii the vicinity of the eanitar)
depot was disaussed by the Bassendean Road
B9oard at a meeting on Wednesday. Tlu
board decided to inquire from the Commia,
sioner of HeiltkL (Dr. C. E. Cook) what stepi
could be taken to remedy a situation whiel
was considered a menace to public health. I1
'was said that representations made to the De.
partment of Native Affairs had been fruit,
less. I
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Surely the Housing Commission could at
least provide hutments for these aborigines
similar to those supplied to the new Aus-
tralians. I could speak at length on this
matter, but shall curtail my remarks out of
consideration for the Government. The Gov-
ernment said last year that it was going to
do this, that and the other for the aborigines.

M1r. Aekland:- And it is 'doing so.
Mr. BRADY: I have been in close con-

tact 'with the Aborigines Department lately
and members would be surprised at what is
going on. I heard that the cows on one
aborigines' mission station had been sold
and that the children, instead of getting
fresh milk, had now to use condensed milk.
At another station the departmental man-
age was told to sell all the pigs, irrespective
of price, and so the natives were deprived of
a decent piece of pork occasionally. The
Government will have to look to its laurels
with regard to this section of its administra-
tion.

Price control administration is worrying
me, as I believe the department is not doing
the job it should. I shall later in the session
speak in support of the motion moved by
the member for Northam to set up a com-
mission 'of three to go into this matter. I
believe such a step is overdue. Prices of
commodities are soaring and the workers in
my electorate are paying more for them
than they should. The increase in the prices
is not being reflected in the basic wage and
the workers, besides suffering from lack of
social amenities, are paying through the
nose for their commodities. That does not
tend to make them contented. There should
be better policing of overcharges. We have
heard discussions in this Chamber about the
prices charged by butchers. I have beard
that women are afraid to question the
butchers about the prices they charge, as
they fear they will he deprived of their meat
supply. There could be better policing of
the prices regulations.

I notice that the Fire Brigades Board re-
ceived a certain grant from the Government
for fire brigade purposes. At Bassendean
we have the champion fire 'brigade of Aus-
tralia-the Bassendean Fire Brigade. At
it's own expense-approximately £700-the
brigade sent a full team of firemen to Bal-
larat in 1948 and won the Australian chamn-
pionship. The same brigade sent a team
to Ballarat again this year and once more

won the Australian championship. As a
consequence the team brought back certain,
cups and laurels of which we are all, proud.
If they can get to the Eastern States for
the 1950 championship they will haie a
chance of returning with cups that can be
held only by a brigade winning them three
times in succession.

I would like the G4overnment to give con-
sideration. to making a grant to the brigade
to help in the payment of its expenses. For
two years running this voluntary brigade
has raised £700 almost entirely from the
residents of Bassendcaun, and I point out
that it would coat the Government a great
deal 'more than that amount if it had to pay
for the services of four or five pernment
firemen. at Bassndean, The firemen are pro-
tecting Government property, secondary in-
dustries in the district, and the property of
the residents; and I believe the Government
could well afford to 'give them a grant to
help them to finance another -trip to Ballarat
next year so that they may bring further
laurels back to Western Australia.

I see that at last the committee dealing
with the Swan River has admitted -there is
pollution of that stream. For quite a while
this Was denied but strangely enough, at a
time when one would not expect -the river
to be polluted-in the middle of winter-
we find an article in "The West Australian"
in which it is stated that the committee en-
trusted with the task of making recoin-
men dations to the Minister has admitted
that there is pollution north of the Cause-
way in at least two areas.

The Minister for Works: It was never
denied that there was a measure of pollution
in the river. There always has been.

Mr. B3RADY: I have tried to get people
to admit that there has been pollution north
of the Causeway. I managed to have them
admit that there was pollution around the
Swan Brewery and North Fremantle but not
around Maylands and further up. How-
ever, I think we all agree now that there is
pollution, and at a time when we would
least expect it-in the middle of winter.
With all the emphasis I can command, I
say the time is overdue when the Govern-
ment should do something to improve the
river. It must be improved from a health,
an aesthetic and an economic point of view,
and the sooner the Government realises. that
the better. I have gone into some detail to
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show the improvements that bave been made
along the river by private people over the
years, hut the Government has fallen down
on the job. What I am most frightened of
is that there will be an epidemic as a
result of this polluti~n.

About the middle of June I walked along
the Helena River behind the abattoir$ to
satisfy myself whether there was any, pos-
sibility of pollution. I found that a number
-of sheep himediately behind the workshops
had staggered into the river and died there,
and that a number of others were dying.
The whole of the water in which they were
dying would subsequently be washed into
the swimming area where the Helena joins
the Swan just below Bassendean. Sheep and
eattle are being run in the area which ad-
joins the river, and in winter floods often
carry water from that area into the river.
That is on one side of the swimming ar~a
of Midland Junction near the abattoirs im-
mediately behind the workshops.

In addition to dead sheep, I found dead
birds and a lot of debris that would help
to pollute any river. On the other side, run-
ning down to the river is a dairy. The ow-
ner has a big herd of cattle and they walk
in and out of the waters of the Swan and
thus, in my opinion, introduce the germs of
disease near where the swimming pool is
situated at We-at Midland. If that is taking
place around West Midland, where I am liv-
ing, what is taking place along the other
parts of the river north and south of Midland
JunctionI We know that industrial plants
are polluting the river.

The Minister for Works! When did you
first notice this pollution?

Mr. B3RADY: I noticed it about 18 months
ago, and that was the first thing to which I
drew the attention of the Government in my
maiden speech. I do not think very much
has been done about it. I was surpriised to
hear the Minister say, when we had a meet-
ing at North Fremantle, that if we have in-
dustry we must take the consequences and
put up with a certain amount of pollution. I
want to say emphatically that there is ,no
need for us to have any pollution, with all
the industries we have now or are likely to
heve. I hope the Minister will keep that in
mind. All he has to do is refer to similar in-
dustries oversee, and in the Old Country,
and he will find that industrial dross and
rubbish in England and in Europe do not

go into the rivers. They, have adequate
measures for getting rid of rubbish withon,
putting it into the streams.

The Minister for Works: I think you an
talking without your book.

Mr. BRADY: I am not talking withou,
my book, and if need be I will prove that it
the near future.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: It is the same ii
Melbourne.

Mr. -BRADY: The river must be give'
immediate attention from the health point oi
view. This is all bound up with my earl3
remarks with regard to workers having beez
put to unnecessary expense. I have emphas,
ised that the electors in the Guildford-Mid.
land electorate have to engage expensivi
means of transport to take them to the Perti
Hospital and they also have to pay big farea
to convey them to the sea beaches, whet
they should be able to use the river beaches
All these expenses absorb an iumecessar
p roportion of the money that the worker
have to expend each week. I doubt whethei
any Arbitration Court has taken these thing
into consideration; and that being the ease
somebody must do so. I would not be doinj
my job as member for the district if I did
not bring these disabilities to the notice ol
the Government. The river must be cleaned
up to allow the children to swim and obtain
the exercise to which they are entitled. If
the Government does not want to imuprov(
the frontage to the river and clean up thf
silt and debris, it should at least make th(
river fit for people to -swim in.

I feel that something in the way of a
notice should he posted at the approach ft
the aged women's home at East Guildford,
That home has been in existence for ap-
proximately five years but quite a number
of people do not know where it is. There i-
nothing- to indicate its whereabouts. It is
tucked one-third of a mile back from the
road, and unle-ss one is well-versed in the
locality one has difficulty in finning it. A
sign of some kind should be erected to show
where it is.

I want to touch on St. John Ambulance.
I have already emphasised that our hospit-
alisation is particularly had. As a -result, the
ambulance, in addition to having to eater for
people at a distance of 20 to 30 miles, is
put to unnecessary expense in having to take
cases into Perth. That expense would he
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avoided by the establishment of a hospital
in Midland Junction, The ambulance is con-
tinually faced with debt. The Government
could well consider making a special grant
to the St. John Ambulance Brigade at Mid-
land Junction for its services. Its mileage
is considerably greater than that of most
,other ambulances because it serv'es a popula-
tion of about 30,000. Quite a lot of ith money
is raised by volunt~ry collections. When the
Minister for Health, together with road
-board representatives, and the doctors in the
area, were visiting Midland Junction some
time ago in connection with a hospital site,
I mentioned the great disadvantage under
which the St. John Ambulance functioned.
One of the visitors, an MIJ.C., was so taken
with my argument that he said to the Min-
ister, "I think you could well afford to give
a grant to the St. John Ambulance Brig-
ade." That was the opinion of a metropoli-
tan M.L.C.

There is the matter of the hdusing prob-
lem and the brickyards. With the brick posi-
tion being in its present serious state, and
likely to remain so for a, number of years, I
cannot do better than emphasise some of the
-remarks made by the late Hon. W. D_ John-
son as far back at 1942 when-I refer to
page 115 of "Hansard" for that year-be
drew attention to the inadequate supplies of
bricks. I feel that the Government, having
regard to the serious housing position, might
give consid~ration to establishing another
State brickyard. If the Government started
a State brickyard in the vicinity of Midland
Junction, either at Helena Valley, Boya or
Middle Swan, it would create another in-
dustry to provide employment when things
slackened in the primary producing sections,
and at the same time it would be doing a
service to the State by making available an
adequate suppty of bricks. As surely as
night follows day, hospitals, schools, picture
theatres and other things will come in thd
wak& of a new industry such as -a brick-
yard.

I was going to deal at length with the
water supply position in my electofate, but
as I shall finish later than I expected, I will
content myself with saying that the reticula-
tion services are bad. I want to see somnething
done in connection with the water supplies
at Bellevue, North Midland and Basscudean,
particularly. I also remind the Government

r43,

that at least one church has written to me
asking whether there wI be a. referendum
next year on the Licensing Act. This church
has stated that it would like me, as member
for the district, to raise the mnatter with the
Government to see whether the poll provided
fo ,r in the Licensing Act 'will be taken in
1950.

Ho0n. A. R. G. Hawke: The MIfinister for
Lands might answer that.

Mr. BRADY: Yes I remind the Minister
for Land;, and other members of the Gov-
ernment, that at least-one church organisa-
tion is keen to see something done, It feels
that the Government should now he express-
ing it-self on the matter.

The Minister for Lands: The "Swan Ex-
press" will be worth reading this week.'

Mr. BRADY: I want to say a few words
on something which, I believe, might be the
means of saving the Government consider-
able economic loss, and that is the part that
aviation can play in the future of the State.
In recent times there has been advocated in
this Chamber, and out of it in the news-
papers and elsewhere, the suggestion that
aterial transport should be provided for alm-
bulances, seeding and verm-in control. I wish
to cooperate and lend my support to those
who advocate that aviation should. be play-
ing a more prominent part in the Govern-
ment administration. Whilst aerial seeding
has been undertaken ,in the metropolitan
area, and the laying of baits for vermin
control has been carried out, I also believe
that aviation can play its part in the mat-
ter of ambulanceis for the country people
and also in fire control.

The Government, either this 4Or the incom-
ing one nest year, might well give considera-
tion'to establishing a responsible bod to
consider the setting up of a central aviation
centre. This might sound Utopian, but I
remind the Government that in the Eastern
States, spotting for fires is done with aero-
planes by the Forests Departments. Pro-
vided the subject is tackled by the right
people I am convinced that all the matters I
have mentioned could come under an avia-
tion department for the benefit of the people
in Western Australia. Every year thousands
of pounds worth of crops are lost by fire. I
believe that with chemical extinguishers avia-
tion could, if organised on the right lines, be
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used to satisfaction, particularly if bush fire
brigades or men with the necessary experi-
ence were employed. The Government might
remember that years ago most of the volun-
tary ambulance, work was done by firemen.
Later the ambulances were put into a sepa-
rate department.

Just as these things have happened inl the
years gone by I feel that in the years to
come areroplanes will play a bigger part
than hitherto in the progress of the State.
That will come about for more reasons than
one. Economic conditions will demand that
cheaper' methods of transport be brought
into being, and also, because of the huge
areas that have to be covered in Western
Australia, aviation will he a more satisfac-
tory way of getting from place to place than
by the ordinary methods of horse transport
or motor vehicle. I have already mentioned
the number of accidents that are taking
place.I

Something should be done to control
motor cycles and place a speed limit on
them and on motor vehicles generally. How-
ever, I will simply ask the Minister for
Local Government what is the use of having*
traffic signs on the roads, indicating that
vehicles should slow down or stop, if no0 re-
gard is paid to them?9 Very few people
now take notice of such signs, and I feet
that the 'money spent in that direction by
the Traffic Department could be put to bet-
ter use. It could be spent in providing free
milk for school children, or something of
that sort. I know of several places where the
road signs have had to be reunewed at least
half a dozen times, but there bas not been
a single conviction,

The Minister for Railways: I do not
think your experience in that regard is the
general experience.

Mr. BRADY: At the West Midland
station there is a dangerous spot, where in-
fants cross under the subway to school every
day, but the traffic does not slow up there.
The "slow-dowii" sign has been renewed
twice a year for the past sir or seven years,
but no notice is taken of it and I do not
think there has been a single prosecution,
either through the muncipal council or the
Traffic Department, of people who have re-
fused to take notice of that sign. I pass it
two or three times a day and challenge any
member to mention a conviction of any
motorist for having disobeyed that sign.

The Minister for Railways: That is only
one particular spot, out of the whole metro-
politan area.

Mr. BRADY: It is on a particularly dan-
gerous road. The money spent on such signs
could be put to a more'useful purpose, if
they are only to be ignored. I hope the
Government will ensure that those dis-
regarding traffic signs are pro 'secuted. My
experience has been that if I broke a. traffic
law I generally got caught, and therefore
in recent years I have been particularly care-
fl to keep within the law.

Progress reported.

Howse adjournedZ at 11.35 p.m.

Wednesday, 17th August, 1949.
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The DEPUTY PRESIDENT took the
Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION.

HOUSING.
As to Aboliion of .Pennit System.

Hon. H. K. WATSON asked the Chief
Secretary :

(1) flea he read the statement on building
permits by Mr. Nelson eminon, MMH.R,.
Commnonwealth Minister for Works and


